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Nata Pratha
● A centuries-old custom “Nata Pratha” is still alive in several Indian 

states like Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. The custom 
allows men to live with as many women resulting in children being 
abandoned by their parents.

● Nata Pratha is practiced by the Bhil tribe, the one of the largest tribes 
in South Asia.

● Traditionally, both the man and the woman are supposed to be 
married or widowed, but the custom has evolved to include single 
people as well.



●  The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) called for 
eradication of ‘nata pratha’ and issued notice to the Centre and the 
governments of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and 
Gujarat over the evil tradition.

● Under ‘nata pratha’, girls in some communities are allegedly ‘sold’, 
either on a stamp paper or otherwise in the name of marriage having 
no legal sanctity in parts of Rajasthan and the adjoining areas in 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat.



NHRC
About the Organisation
● The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India was 

established on 12 October, 1993. The statute under which it is 

established is the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as 

amended by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006.

● It is in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted at the first 

international workshop on national institutions for the promotion and 

protection of human rights held in Paris in October 1991, and endorsed 

by the General Assembly of the United Nations by its Regulations 

48/134 of 20 December, 1993.



● The NHRC is an embodiment of India’s concern for the 
promotion and protection of human rights.

● Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines Human Rights as the 
rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 
individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the 
International Covenants and enforceable by courts in India.







One china policy
● It is the diplomatic acknowledgement of China's position that there 

is only one Chinese government.
● The policy can be traced back to 1949 and the end of the Chinese 

civil war. 
● The defeated Nationalists, also known as the Kuomintang, retreated 

to Taiwan and made it their seat of government while the victorious 
Communists began ruling the mainland as the People's Republic of 
China. Both sides said they represented all of China.

● Since then China's ruling Communist Party has threatened to use 
force if Taiwan ever formally declares independence, but it has also 
pursued a softer diplomatic track with the island in recent years





India’s stance on ‘One China’ policy

India has also stuck by the ‘One China’ policy. However, for India the ‘One China’ Policy doesn’t 
just govern Taiwan but also Tibet; India doesn’t recognise Taiwan or any Tibetan authority as 
independent of China.

The meetings between leaders of India and China routinely reaffirmed the ‘One China’ policy. 

However, India stopped doing so in 2010 after then Chinese premier Wen Jiabao’s visit. India 
was miffed after China issued ‘stapled visas’ instead of normal visas for residents of Jammu 
and Kashmir travelling to China.



● Though India doesn’t have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan, New Delhi 
has an office in Taipei for diplomatic functions called the India Taipei 
Association (ITA) headed by a senior diplomat and Taiwan has the Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Centre (TECC) in New Delhi. Both were established 
in 1995.

● One has seen slight changes to India’s position on the policy since 
Narendra Modi’s ascent to power.

● In 2014, when he was sworn in as prime minister, he had invited Taiwan’s 
Ambassador Chung-Kwang Tien for the ceremony.

● After the Galwan clashes of 2020, India has been taking a tougher stance 
against China vis-à-vis Taiwan.







What is NGS?
● Next-generation sequencing (NGS) is a massively parallel 

sequencing technology that offers ultra-high throughput, scalability, 
and speed. 

● The technology is used to determine the order of nucleotides in 
entire genomes or targeted regions of DNA or RNA. 

● NGS has revolutionized the biological sciences, allowing labs to 
perform a wide variety of applications and study biological systems 
at a level never before possible.

● Today's complex genomics questions demand a depth of 
information beyond the capacity of traditional DNA sequencing 
technologies. 

●



● NGS has filled that gap and become an everyday tool to address these 

questions.

● Next-generation sequencing (NGS) is a technology for determining the 

sequence of DNA or RNA to study genetic variation associated with diseases 

or other biological phenomena.  

● Introduced for commercial use in 2005, this method was initially called 

“massively-parallel sequencing”, because it enabled the sequencing of many 

DNA strands at the same time, instead of one at a time as with traditional 

Sanger sequencing by capillary electrophoresis (CE)







What is Gene deserts ??

● Gene deserts are regions of the genome that are devoid of 
protein-coding genes. Gene deserts constitute an estimated 25% of the 
entire genome, leading to the recent interest in their true functions.

● Originally believed to contain inessential and "Junk DNA" due to their 
inability to create proteins, gene deserts have since been linked to 
several vital regulatory functions, including distal enhancing and 
conservatory inheritance. 

● Thus, an increasing number of risks that lead to several major diseases, 
including a handful of cancers, have been attributed to irregularities 
found in gene deserts.

● One of the most notable examples is the 8q24 gene region, which, when 
affected by certain single nucleotide polymorphisms, lead to a myriad 
of diseases

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Junk_DNA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-nucleotide_polymorphism




Promoter
● According to current SEBI regulations, a promoter is someone who 

controls the affairs of the company or can appoint the majority of 
directors or is named as such in an offer document.

●  Earlier, founders holding 25% were deemed as promoters by virtue of 
having negative control and the power to block special resolution. 

● For the past year or so, SEBI has been insisting that founders of 
IPObound companies holding 10% or more classify themselves as 
promoters. 

● SEBI has yet to introduce a consultation paper or any amending 
regulations to put this view into practice, according to experts.



What norms say 

● The new guidelines now go a step further, and say founders 

collectively holding 10% will all be promoters if they are key 

managerial personnel (KMP) or a director in the company. 

● Even the immediate relative of the promoter will have to be classified 

as a promoter if she/he is on the company board. 

● Immediate relatives who hold 10% or more in the company, directly or 

indirectly, will also be deemed promoters.





Renewable energy fact

● India will have to invest as much as $385 billion to meet its target of 
500 gigawatts (GW) of renewable energy (RE) by 2030, but coal will 
remain a key source of electricity generation for the next decade, 
Moodyʼs Ratings said. 

● India, a major greenhouse gas emitter, said it aims to ramp up 
non-fossil fuel capacity set by 50 GW each year to help meet 500 GW 
target. It missed its target of 175 GW by 2022





What is OPEC?

● The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
was founded in Baghdad, Iraq, with the signing of an 
agreement in September 1960 by five countries namely Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 
They were to become the Founder Members of the 
Organization.

● It is a permanent, intergovernmental organization.
● Currently, the Organization has a total of 14 Member Countries.



● Opec+ refers to the alliance of crude producers, who have been 

undertaking corrections in supply in the oil markets since 2017.

● OPEC plus countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, 

Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan.

● The aim was to undertake production restrictions to help resuscitate a 

flailing market.
●







(H5N2
Situation at a glance
● On 23 May 2024, the Mexico International Health Regulations (IHR) 

National Focal Point (NFP) reported to PAHO/WHO a confirmed fatal 
case of human infection with avian influenza A(H5N2) virus detected in 
a resident of the State of Mexico who was hospitalized in Mexico City. 

● This is the first laboratory-confirmed human case of infection with an 
influenza A(H5N2) virus reported globally and the first avian H5 virus 
infection in a person reported in Mexico. 

● Although the source of exposure to the virus in this case is currently 
unknown, A(H5N2) viruses have been reported in poultry in Mexico.



What is H5N2?

● H5N2 is just one of several kinds of avian influenza viruses. 

● H5 viruses have been circulating among poultry and wild 

birds in Mexico since the mid-1990s. 

● However, unlike other avian influenza strains that have 

caused outbreaks in humans — such H1 and H3 viruses — H5 

viruses rarely infect humans.



● The viruses are classified based on two types of protein on their 

surfaces: hemagglutinin, or H, which plays a crucial role in 

allowing the virus to infect cells, and neuraminidase, or N, which 

helps the virus spread. Many different combinations of H and N 

proteins are possible.

● H5N2 belongs to a family of bird flu viruses called H5, which 

primarily infects wild birds. There are a total of nine known 

subtypes of H5 viruses



● H5N1, which was detected in dairy cows in the U.S. in March, 

also belongs to this family. 

● It is commonly associated with highly contagious strains of 

H5 viruses called the “Goose Guangdong lineage” that have 

caused numerous outbreaks in poultry over the last 20 years 

and sporadic infections in humans
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