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African Swine Fever (ASF)

● African Swine Fever (ASF) is a highly contagious and deadly swine 

disease that can affect both farm-raised and feral (wild) pigs.

● ASF doesn’t infect people, but it is readily passed from one pig to 

another by direct contact with bodily fluids from an infected pig.

● The practice of feeding uncooked food waste (that has not been 

appropriately heat treated) to pigs can also result in transmission 

of the virus if the food waste being fed to pigs contains 

contaminated pork products.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/fs-swine-producers-garbage-feeding.pdf






Freedom of religion 
● The framers of the Indian Constitution had subordinated the 

freedom of religion to all other fundamental rights. 

● It has further been subjected to public order, health and 

morality, with additional powers being given to the state to bring 

in social reforms. 

● The courts have further restricted the freedom to only the 

‘essential religious practices’. 



● Justice Swaminathan observed that privacy is not lost if an 

individual is in a public place.

● In an interesting analogy, the learned judge, in paragraph 21 

of his judgment, held that ‘If the right to privacy includes 

sexual and gender orientation, it certainly includes one’s 

spiritual orientation also.’ 

● It is open to a person to express this orientation in the 

manner he deems fit subject to rights of others. 



● The leading Supreme Court judgment on the freedom of religion was Sri 

Shirur Mutt (1954) where the Court had observed that Article 25 

guarantees freedom not only to entertain such religious belief as may 

be approved of by one’s judgment and conscience, but also to exhibit 

his belief in such outward acts as he thinks proper.



● The Court further held that religion does prescribe rituals, 

ceremonies and modes of worship which are regarded as an 

integral part of religion. 

● The Court was categorical in saying that ‘what constitutes the 

essential part of religion is primarily to be ascertained with 

reference to the doctrines of that religion itself’.

● a •five-judge Bench in The Durgah Committee, Ajmer (1961) said 

that freedom of religion protects only essential and integral 

practices of a religion and does not extend to practices, though 

religious in character may have sprung from merely superstitious 

beliefs and be extraneous and unessential accretions to religion 







Fight in myanmar 

● New fighting has broken out in northeastern Myanmar, bringing 

an end to a Chinese-brokered ceasefire and putting pressure on 

the military regime as it faces attacks from resistance forces on 

multiple fronts in the country’s civil war. 

● The Ta’ang National Liberation Army, one of three powerful 

militias that launched a surprise joint offensive last October, 

renewed its attacks on regime positions last week in the 

northeastern Shan State, which borders China, Laos, and 

Thailand, and the neighbouring Mandalay region with the 

support of local forces there.



● The alliance militias have close ties to China, and it’s widely 

believed that the offensive had Beijing’s tacit approval 

because of its growing dissatisfaction with the military 

regime’s seeming indifference to the burgeoning drug trade 

along its border and the proliferation of centres in Myanmar at 

which cyberscams are run, with workers trafficked from 

China. 

● China then helped broker the ceasefire in January, bringing 

the major fighting in the northeast to an end









United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

● The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) is a United Nations agency mandated to aid 

and protect refugees, forcibly displaced communities, and 

stateless people, and to assist in their voluntary repatriation, 

local integration or resettlement to a third country.

● It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.



● UNHC was created in 1950 to address the refugee crisis that resulted 

from World War II.

● The 1951 Refugee Convention established the scope and legal 

framework of the agency's work, which initially focused on Europeans 

uprooted by the war.

● Commensurate with the 1967 Protocol to the Refugee Convention, 

which expanded the geographic and temporal scope of refugee 

assistance, UNHCR operated across the world, with the bulk of its 

activities in developing countries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1951_refugee_convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protocol_Relating_to_the_Status_of_Refugees


● In recognition of its work, UNHCR has won two Nobel Peace 

Prizes, in 1954 and 1981, and a Prince of Asturias Awards for 

International Cooperation in 1991.

● It is a member of the United Nations Development Group, a 

consortium of organizations dedicated to sustainable 

development.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Peace_Prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_of_Asturias_AwardsInternational_Cooperation_(Cooperaci%C3%B3n_Internacional)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_development




Mount Etna 

● Craters erupt from Mount Etna, the largest active volcano in 

Europe, in Sicily, an island in italy

● Mount Etna, active volcano on the east coast of Sicily.

● The name comes from the Greek Aitne, from aithō, “I burn.”

● Mount Etna is the highest active volcano in Europe, its 

topmost elevation being about 10,900 feet (3,320 metres).

● Like other active volcanoes, it varies in height, increasing 

from deposition during eruptions and decreasing from the 

periodic collapse of the crater’s rim.



Mount Etna is the highest Mediterranean island mountain and the most 

active stratovolcano in the world.





● A stratovolcano, also known as a composite volcano, is a 

conical volcano built up by many layers of hardened lava and 

tephra

● Stratovolcano

● Stratovolcanoes have relatively steep sides and are more cone-

shaped than shield volcanoes.

● They are formed from viscous, sticky lava that does not flow 

easily.

● The lava therefore builds up around the vent forming a volcano 

with steep sides. Stratovolcanoes are more likely to produce 

explosive eruptions due to gas building up in the viscous 

magma.

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/discovering-geology/earth-hazards/volcanoes/eruption-styles/#explosive




● Andesite (named after the Andes Mountains), is perhaps the most 

common rock type of stratovolcanoes, but stratovolcanoes also 

erupt a wide range of different rocks in different tectonic settings.
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