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L’Hoest’s monkeys

● L’Hoest’s monkeys (Cercopithecus lhoesti) are 

found in montane forests of the Albertine Rift, 

including southwestern Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 

and Democratic Republic of the Congo.











Major Radhika Sen

● Major Radhika Sen, an Indian woman peacekeeper for the United 

Nations, will be honoured with a prestigious military gender 

advocate award, with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

describing her as a “true leader and role model.” 

● Major Sen, who served with the United Nations Organisation 

Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo as 

the Engagement Platoon Commander with the Indian Rapis 

Deployment Battalion, will receive the prestigious ‘2023 United 

Nations Military Gender Advocate of the Year Award’ from Mr. 

Guterres during a ceremony at the world body’s headquarters on 

May 30, the International Day of UN Peacekeeper





SASS6 

● SASS6 gene’s role in causing microcephaly. But more 

importantly, the team also found that if one copy of the 

SASS6 gene was non-functional, the other retained at 

least some function. 

● The implication was that if both copies are non-

functional, the human embryo dies before it becomes a 

foetus.







Solar Dynamics Observatory

● On Feb. 11, 2010, NASA launched the Solar Dynamics Observatory, 

also known as SDO.

● SDO keeps a constant eye on the sun, helping us track everything 

from sunspots to solar flares to other types of space weather that 

can have an impact on Earth. For instance, solar activity is behind 

the aurora, one of Earth’s most dazzling natural events.



● SDO’s goal is to understand, driving towards a predictive 

capability, the solar variations that influence life on Earth 

and humanity’s technological systems by determining:

○ how the Sun’s magnetic field is generated and 

structured

○ how this stored magnetic energy is converted and 

released into the heliosphere and geospace in the form 

of solar wind, energetic particles, and variations in the 

solar irradiance.





Why are planets formed in a spherical shape?

● The short answer is gravity. 

● This ‘force’, by virtue of the large masses of planets and 

stars, forces them into a spherical shape. 

● Part of the answer is also geometry: a sphere is the most 

compact three-dimensional shape.





India’s fire safety rules

● According to the XII Schedule of the Constitution under Article 243(W), 

the fire services in India are under the purview of the state and are listed 

as a municipal function.

● The National Building Code (NBC), published by the Bureau of Indian 

Standards (BIS), serves as the central standard for fire safety in the 

country. Published in 1970, it was last updated in 2016.

● The NBC provides guidelines on the construction, maintenance and fire 

safety of buildings. It is a “mandatory requirement” for all states to 

incorporate the recommendations in their local building bylaws.



● The Code specifies the demarcation and restrictions of buildings in fire 

zones to ensure that industrial and hazardous structures do not co-exist 

with residential, business and institutional buildings.

● Buildings are classified into nine groups – residential buildings are 

in Group A, hospitals in Group C and marriage halls, nightclubs, and 

multiplexes in Group D.

● The NBC mentions the material to be used in construction to reduce 

the threat in case of a fire and minimise danger before evacuation. It 

also provides guidelines on height for buildings, floor area ratio, 

open spaces and provision of openings in walls and floors to 

prevent the spread of fire



● The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has also 

chalked out fire safety requirements for public buildings like 

hospitals.

● They recommend having a minimum open safety space, exit 

mechanisms, dedicated staircases and essential evacuation drills
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