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The Charaideo Moidams

● The Charaideo Moidams, a 700-year-old mound-burial system 

of the Ahom dynasty from Assam, were added to the UNESCO 

World Heritage List.

● Similar to the pyramids of Egypt, the Moidams are earthen 

burial mounds of the members of the Ahom royalty whose 600-

year rule was ended by the British takeover of the region. 

● The Ahoms adopted the Hindu method of cremation after the 

18th century and began entombing the cremated bones and 

ashes in Moidams at Charaideo.





● The Moidams are the first from the notheastern States to be 

recognised as a World Heritage Site in the cultural category. 

● Assam has two other such sites in the natural category –

Kaziranga National Park and Manas National Park, both 

upgraded to tiger reserves.



About The Ahom dynasty

● The Ahom dynasty (1228–1826) ruled the Ahom Kingdom in present-

day Assam, India for nearly 598 years.

● The dynasty was established by Sukaphaa, a Shan prince of Mong 

Mao (present-day Yunnan, China) who came to Assam after 

crossing the Patkai mountains.

● The rule of this dynasty ended with the Burmese invasion of Assam

and the subsequent annexation by the British East India Company

following the Treaty of Yandabo in 1826.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahom_kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assam,_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukaphaa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shan_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mong_Mao
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yunnan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patkai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burmese_invasion_of_Assam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_India_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Yandabo




2nd BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers’ Retreat 

● India hosted the 2nd BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-

Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) Foreign 

Ministers’ Retreat in New Delhi.

● focus on providing an “informal platform to discuss ways and 

means of cooperating and accelerating action in security, 

connectivity, trade, and investment within the Bay of Bengal.”



● BIMSTEC is the regional organisation devoted to the Bay of 

Bengal, with a membership of •five South Asian and two 

Southeast Asian countries, cooperating across seven diverse 

sectors. 

● It allows New Delhi to engage multilaterally with the other 

countries of the Bay of Bengal region, which are its eastern 

neighbours and therefore vital for its economic development, 

security, and foreign policy imperatives. 



● India also remains intent on solidifying relations with its eastern 

neighbours as China’s growing presence in the Bay of Bengal 

poses a potential threat to regional stability and New Delhi’s 

position as a preferred security partner in these waters.

● Strengthening ties with Bangladesh and Myanmar accords India 

the advantage of providing its landlocked north-eastern region 

with access to the sea. 



● Improved ties with Myanmar and Thailand will also lend India the 

opportunity to have a more profound presence in the Indo-

Pacific, as it holds the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations), in which these two countries are members,to be of 

central importance in its vision of the Indo-Pacific. 

● Thailand reinforced this idea at the retreat by identifying itself as 

a bridge between BIMSTEC and ASEAN



Major Focus

● focusing on Agriculture, Disaster Management, and Maritime 

Transport. 

● India announced support for cancer research, treatment, and 

issuance of e-visas for patients of all BIMSTEC states, while Sri 

Lanka proposed the inclusion of kidney disease. 

● The need for involving the private sector in trade and promoting 

young entrepreneurs was also highlighted, as was the 

importance of connectivity, cyber-security, and countering the 

trafficking of narcotics and illegal arms.



● Bangladesh highlighted the need for cooperation in the Blue 

Economy and urged member states to ban •fishing during the 

breeding season to address the problem of depleting catch in 

the Bay.

● Bhutan expounded on the need for collaboration in tourism and 

cultural exchanges, while Nepal highlighted its ‘whole of the 

region’ approach to leverage synergies among member states 

and transform BIMSTEC into a results-oriented regional forum. 

● Thailand underscored the need for cooperation in non-traditional 

security domains, and Myanmar added the need to combat 

online scamming to the list.









P-note or PN

● A participatory note, commonly known as a P-note or PN, is 

an instrument issued by a registered foreign institutional 

investor to an overseas investor who wishes to invest in 

Indian stock markets without registering themselves with 

the market regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board of 

India.







Oil spill in Manilla bay

● The tanker Terra Nova sank in Manila Bay with about 1.4 

million liters (370,000 gallons) of industrial fuel oil stored in 

watertight tanks.











The Saint Hilarion complex

● The Saint Hilarion complex, one of the oldest monasteries in the 

West Asia, has been put on the UNESCO list of World Heritage 

sites in danger due to the war in Gaza. 

● UNESCO said the site, which dates back to the fourth century, 

had been put on the endangered list at the demand of Palestinian 

authorities and cited the “imminent threats” it faced





● In December, the UNESCO Committee for the Protection of 

Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict decided to grant 

“provisional enhanced protection” — the highest level of 

immunity established by the 1954 Hague Convention — to the 

site.



1954 Hague Convention

● the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed 

Conflict was adopted in 1954 under the auspices of UNESCO.

● Now widely referred as the 1954 Hague Convention, is the first and the most 

comprehensive multilateral treaty dedicated exclusively to the protection of 

cultural heritage in times of peace as well as during an armed conflict.

● The 1954 Hague Convention aims to protect cultural property, such as 

monuments of architecture, art or history, archaeological sites, works of art, 

manuscripts, books and other objects of artistic, historical or archaeological 

interest, as well as scientific collections of any kind regardless of their origin 

or ownership.





Santorini

● Santorini is one of the Cyclades islands in the Aegean Sea. It was 

devastated by a volcanic eruption in the 16th century BC, forever 

shaping its rugged landscape
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