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Killing of wild boar

The Tamil Nadu government has decided to allow culling of wild

boars that cause distress to farmers in farmland close to forest

areas.

Rule

Section 11 of wildlife protection act 1972 regulate killing of wild

animals

As per clause (1)(A) of the section, the Chief Wildlife Warden (CWLW) of a

state may if satisfied that a wild animal specified in Schedule I (mammals)

has become dangerous to human life or disabled or diseased beyond

recovery permit hunting or killing of such animal





eSakshya

● the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is testing eSakshya (e-

evidence), a mobile phone application to help police record

scene of crime, search and seizure in a criminal case and upload

the •le on the cloud-based platform.

● The police official will have to upload a selfie after the procedure

is complete.

● Each recording could be maximum four minutes long and

several such •les could be uploaded for each First Information

Report (FIR)





The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)

● The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), a scheme to enable

affordable housing for urban poor, would be revamped with new

features based on learning from the past nine years since when

it has been operational.

● The PMAY (Urban), launched in 2015, has been given an

extension till December 2024.

● The mission aims to address urban housing shortage among the

poor and middle income groups, including the slum dwellers, by

ensuring a pucca house to all eligible urban households.



● PM Modi had started the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana.

● Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, all homeless citizens of

India are given housing by the central government.

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana (PMAY) on 25 June 2015.

● Then the main goal of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana was that

every family living below the poverty line should have their own

house by the year 2023 so that they do not have to take a house on

rent.

● The government claims that this goal has almost been achieved.



Who can apply under PM Awas Yojana?

● Eligibility criteria have been set by the Government of India to apply under 

the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PM Awas Yojana Apply Online 2024).

● According to this, the age of the applicant should be less than 70 years.

● There should not be any house or flat in the name of the applicant or any 

member of his family.

● The applicant should not have taken any kind of government exemption 

to buy a house, the ownership of the house should be either in the name 

of a woman, or there should be only men in that family.

Apart from this, the maximum annual income of the applicant's family 

should not exceed Rs 18 lakh



● For this, the applicant has been divided into four different parts 

economically.

● These include Economically Weaker Section (EWS) - those with 

annual total income less than three lakh rupees.

● Low Income Group (LIG) - those with Rs 3 lakh to 6 lakh annually, 

Middle Income Group-1 (MIG-I) - those with Rs 6 lakh to 12 lakh 

annually and Middle Income Group-2 (MIG-II) - those with Rs 12 

lakh to 18 lakh annually.

● However, government assistance for repair or improvement of 

house is available only to EWS or LIG category.





iDEX

The iDEX initiative was launched by the Hon’ble PM in April 2018. iDEX aims to

achieve self - reliance and foster innovation and technology development in

Defence and Aerospace by engaging Industries including MSMEs, start-ups,

individual innovators, R&D institutes and academia.

iDEX has partnered with leading incubators in the country to provide handholding,

technical support and guidance to the winners of iDEX challenges.

Defence India Start-up Challenge (DISC) are launched with Problem Statements

(PS) from Armed Forces and OFB/DPSUs for resolution by innovators.





Potassium cyanide

● Potassium cyanide when consumed causes death by 

gradually arresting the supply of oxygen to our body’s 

cells by forming complexes with haemoglobin and 

cytochrome (a protein which helps in the respiration of 

cells), depriving them of their capacity to transport or 

exchange oxygen.

● Normally, oxygen is carried to different parts of the body 

from the lungs by the blood using haemoglobin — the 

iron-containing, oxygen-carrying molecule of the red blood 

cells. Haemoglobin is made up of a globular protein and 

four heme groups. 



● The iron (in ferrous state) present in these heme complexes 

can bond to either an oxygen molecule or a water molecule or 

exchange one for the other without much difficulty. 

● It is because of this ability that haemoglobin is able to pick up 

oxygen from the lungs, carry it to the cells, and bring water in 

return.



● Cells respire oxygen with the help of myoglobin (haemoglobin-

like proteins present in the cells) and cytochrome, which carries 

electrons. 

● Specific forms of cytochrome and haemoglobin also cause 

sudden death when poisoned by cyanide. 

● When potassium cyanide is consumed, it splits into a potassium 

ion and a cyanide ion. The cyanide ion has a greater affinity for 

the ferrous ion than. As a result it occupies the site meant for 

oxygen in haemoglobin.



● This process is irreversible and prevents the transfer of oxygen. 

● One form of cytochrome, designated cytochrome-a, also binds 

with the cyanide ion and stabilises the iron to such an extent that 

it does not take part in the electron transfer to the cell. 

● This prevents oxygen intake by the cell





National Security Strategy (NSS)

● A regular and well-crafted NSS would give India •ve critical bene•ts 

that it currently lacks. 

● First and logically foremost, it would force the government to 

undertake a comprehensive strategic assessment — a review of 

the country’s threats and opportunities, and a stocktake of 

global security trends. 

● Such a periodic review would force New Delhi to spotlight 

evolving challenges, such as the growth of the Chinese navy, 

even though it does not pose an urgent and lethal threat today.



● Second, an NSS would provide a coherent framework for long-

term planning. 

● Strategic competition requires intense work in peacetime, to 

conceptualise how best to secure India’s expanding interests 

and deter its adversaries, and then to develop the requisite 

military capabilities and international partnerships



● Third, an NSS would provide an instrument for signalling to 

friend and foe alike. 

● It would help to clarify India’s strategic intent — declaring that, 

for example, India takes seriously its role as a net security 

provider in the Indian Ocean, so that it will counter armed 

coercion against other, smaller countries



● Fourth, an NSS would create a mechanism to force various arms 

of the government to synchronise their efforts. 

● Within the military, an NSS would give the Integrated Defence 

Staff and future joint organisations a clearer top-down mandate 

to better align the work of the Indian Army, Indian Air Force, and 

Indian Navy.

● Beyond the military, an NSS would provide common goals and 

plans so that various national security agencies, including the 

Ministries of Defence, External Affairs, and Home Affairs, and the 

intelligence agencies, could better coordinate daily



Finally, an NSS would introduce a novel accountability tool, to 

ensure that the bureaucracy adheres to the political leadership’s 

intent, and that the government’s policies are as transparent as 

possible to Parliament and the people.





What Is a K-Shaped Recovery?

● A K-shaped recovery occurs when, following a recession, different parts of 

the economy recover at different rates, times, or magnitudes.

● This is in contrast to an even, uniform recovery across sectors, industries, or 

groups of people.

● A K-shaped recovery leads to changes in the structure of the economy or the 

broader society as economic outcomes and relations are fundamentally 

changed before and after the recession.

● This type of recovery is called K-shaped because the path of different parts of 

the economy when charted together may diverge, resembling the two arms of 

the Roman letter "K."

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/r/recession.asp






Cocoa Producer

● Cocoa beans are grown on cacao trees and have been consumed for 

thousands of years.

● Today, dried and fermented seeds can be used to create chocolate, 

while the fat of the beans – or cocoa butter – can also be extracted and 

used for a variety of purposes, from moisturizing the skin and hair to 

cooking. Cocoa was first harvested in what is today Central America.

● Soon, though, it became popular around the world, and it is now 

produced in many regions worldwide

https://worldpopulationreview.com/continents/central-america-population


● While many nations produce cocoa beans, there are a few that stand out 

from the pack. One of those is Cote d’Ivoire. This nation is responsible 

for 30% of the world’s cocoa.

● Familiar brands like Cadbury and Nestle mostly source their cocoa 

from this country. Ghana is another top producer of cocoa. The 

production of cocoa contributes significantly to the nation’s GDP.

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ghana-population


● Unfortunately, operational costs have become a problem in recent 

years, leading to cocoa smuggling to the Ivory Coast.

● Indonesia is relatively new to the cocoa industry, only ramping up 

producting during the 1980s. Today, the nation is one of the top 

producers in the world.

● Other nations that are top producers of cocoa include Brazil, Cameroon, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Nigeria, and Peru.

https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ivory-coast-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/indonesia-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/brazil-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/cameroon-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/dominican-republic-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/ecuador-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/mexico-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/nigeria-population
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/peru-population




Melting of Antarctica 

● Scientists have discovered a new tipping point toward “runaway 

melting” of Antarctic ice sheets, caused by warm ocean water 

intruding between the ice and the land it sits on.

● As temperatures rise due to human-caused global warming, 

Antarctic ice sheets are melting, threatening a rise in global sea 

levels and putting coastal communities at risk. 

● “Increases in ocean temperature can lead to a tipping point being 

passed, beyond which ocean water intrudes in an unbounded 

manner beneath the ice sheet, via a process of runaway melting,”



● Antarctic ice sheets sit atop the bedrock and extend beyond the 

coast to •oat on the sea. 

● Previous studies have shown that warm seawater is seeping into 

the “grounding zone” — where land and ice meet — and further 

inland. 

● As the water warms, even by a fraction, the intrusion accelerates 

from short distances of 100 metres to tens of kilometres, melting 

ice along the way by heating it from below,
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