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Krishna Raja Sagara

● Krishna Raja Sagara, also popularly known as KRS, is a 

lake and the dam that creates it.

● They are close to the settlement of Krishna Raja Sagara

in the Indian State of Karnataka.

● The gravity dam made of surki mortar is below the 

confluence of river Kaveri with its tributaries Hemavati

and Lakshmana Tirtha, in the district of Mandya.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hongahalli,_Mandya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_and_union_territories_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karnataka
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gravity_dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaveri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hemavati_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lakshmana_Tirtha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandya_district




PM Visit to Russia 

● Finally, Mr. Modi’s Russian journey must be considered in its ‘geo-

economic’ rather than just its ‘geopolitical’ context.

● Regardless of the outcomes on the battle•held in Ukraine, it is clear 

that western sanctions against Russia will remain, and, 

consequently, so will India’s supply of discounted Russian oil as 

well. 

● These imports have meant that India-Russia trade ties, that have 

hovered in the $5 billion-$10 billion range for decades, grew by 66% 

to a whopping $65 billion last year; this has grown a further 20% in 

the first quarter of 2024. 



● The spurt is unsustainable unless India develops payment 

mechanisms for the oil imports. 

● The Modi-Putin summit took many steps to address that issue, 

listing action-items in nine specific areas in a Joint Vision 

statement on trade by 2030 that appeared to make circumventing 

western sanctions a priority. 



● In addition, the joint statement on furthering cooperation 

in Russia’s Far East focuses on increasing energy (oil and 

LNG) supplies from Russia, as well as much-needed 

commodities exports from India, using the yet-to-be-

operationalised Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor. 

● While these will help rationalise the trade imbalance, both 

sides will also seek mutual investments, of the kind seen 

when Rosneft acquired a controlling stake in the Gujarat-

based Vadinar refinery (Nayara Energy), the largest 

foreign direct investment of its kind in India, at more than 

$23 billion, according to Mr. Putin. 







● In turn, Indian public sector units have bought stakes in 

Russian oil •fields to the tune of $15 billion. 

● Despite the •financial implications, the U.S. and Europe have 

steered clear of sanctioning any of these transactions, as 

they accept Vadinar-processed Russian oil products as 

“Indian-products”, and New Delhi is surmising that more 

such deals could be a safe proposition in the future as well. 



● Russian access to the North Sea trade route around the Arctic 

region is invaluable as India seeks new connectivity possibilities 

to its east — a Trump administration is likely to double down on 

strictures against Iran-led connectivity routes such as the 

International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the 

Chabahar project to India’s west. 



● At a time when military hardware imports, that have been the 

mainstay of India-Russia ties, are being reduced due to India’s 

decade-long diversification and Russia’s preoccupation with the 

Ukraine war, such geo-economic strategies give New Delhi new 

levers in the bilateral relationship.







Why is illegal coal mining rampant in India? 

● According to the Ministry of Coal, illegal mining in India is 

mostly carried out in abandoned mines or shallow coal seams 

in remote or isolated places. 

● Several factors contribute to illegal coal mining in India. Coal is 

the most abundant fossil fuel in India, accounting for 55% of 

the country’s energy needs. 

● The high demand for power in India translates into a high 

demand for coal, which often outstrips the legal supply, 

prompting illegal supply. 

● Many areas that are rich in coal are also situated close to 

homes for populations struggling with poverty and 

unemployment, which contributes to illegal mining in these 





● In remote areas, mining regulations can be weak due to 

inadequate monitoring and lack of resources, leading to 

weaker enforcement.

● This can result in the rise of “coal mafias,” as has been 

alleged in multiple cases of illegal coal mining in India.

● For example, in 2018, activist Marshall Biam of the North East 

Indigenous People’s Federation registered a complaint 

accusing a “police-backed” coal gang of threatening him. 

● Mining tragedies are not uncommon in coal-rich Meghalaya. 

● Illegal coal mining also allegedly receives tacit support from 

political leaders in areas where it is prevalent, making it di•cult 



● Illegal mining is often carried out using rudimentary 

techniques like surface mining and rat-hole mining, 

rather than the scientific methods required for legal 

operations on a larger scale.

● In areas where coal seams are closer to the surface, 

illegal miners access them with limited safety 

equipment. 

● Minimal operational costs can also turn into significant 

profits, making illegal mining lucrative.





Why Landslide in ethiopia ??

● Landslides are particularly common in Ethiopia between July and 

September, which is the main wet season, as well as April and May 

when there is heavy seasonal rain.

● Millions of people in Ethiopia live in areas at risk from landslides.

● The soil in southern Ethiopia has been saturated by seasonal 

rains, making the area more prone to landslides.

● Rains from April to early May caused flooding and mass 

displacement,

● Recent Landslide in Kencho Shacha locality











Defence in news

● “Tu-95MS strategic missile carriers and the Chinese air force’s 

Xian H-6 strategic bombers carried out an aerial patrol over the 

Chukchi and Bering Seas and the north Pacific Ocean”. 

● The joint U.S.-Canadian North American Aerospace Defence 

Command earlier said American and Canadian warplanes had 

intercepted two Russian and two Chinese bombers in 

international airspace near Alaska





● The TU-95MS planes were developed in the Soviet era to carry 

long-range cruise missiles and are part of Russia’s nuclear triad.

● The Xian H-6 planes are also nuclear-capable





‘States have unlimited right to tax mineral-rich 
lands’

● A nine-judge Constitution Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India 

D.Y. Chandrachud, held that Parliament cannot limit the power of 

State legislatures to tax mineral-bearing lands and quarries. 

● The judgment, freeing States from the restrictions imposed by the 

Centre, is in tune with the federalist principles of governance.

● “Any dilution in the taxing powers of the State legislatures will 

necessarily impact their ability to raise revenues, which in turn 

will impede their ability to deliver welfare schemes and services to 

the people. 



● The ability of the State governments to invest in physical 

infrastructure, health, education, human capacity, and 

research and development is directly correlated to the 

raising of government revenues…

● Fiscal federalism entails that the power of the States to levy 

taxes within the legislative domain carved out to them and 

subject to the limitations laid down by the Constitution must 

be secured from unconstitutional interference by Parliament,



● The judgment said Parliament, through the Mines and 

Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act of 1957 

cannot restrict the States from legislating on the 

taxation of mining lands and quarries.

● The court further held that royalty paid to the States by 

mining lease holders is not a tax. 

● State legislatures derive their power to tax mines and 

quarries under Article 246 read with Entry 49 (tax on 

lands and buildings) in the State List of the Seventh 

Schedule of the Constitution.



● The Centre had argued that Entry 50 in the State List had 

allowed the Parliament to impose “any limitations” on taxes on 

minerals rights through laws relating to mineral development, 

in this case, the MMDR Act .

● The Mines and Minerals Act is an Act of the Parliament of India 

enacted to regulate the mining sector in India. It was amended 

in 2015 and 2016.

● This act forms the basic framework of mining regulation in 

India.

● This act is applicable to all mineral except minor minerals and 

atomic minerals
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