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Himalayan region vs development

● . In State of Telangana and Others vs Mohd. Abdul Qasim (Died) Per 

Lrs, the Court had said that the need of the hour is to adopt an 

ecocentric view of the environment, where nature is at the core. 

● The Court said, “Man being an enlightened species, is expected to 

act as a trustee of the Earth...The time has come for mankind to live 

sustainably and respect the rights of rivers, lakes, beaches, 

estuaries, ridges, trees, mountains, seas and air



A model of destruction 

● According to this approach, nature is not an object of protection but a subject with 

fundamental rights, such as the right to exist, to survive, and to persist and 

regenerate vital cycles. 

● The current development model being pursued in the IHR is in total contravention of 

this approach. 

● We are witnessing a ʻbumper cropʼ of hydroelectric power stations on the rivers and 

streams in the IHR, without any care for the rights of these rivers and streams. 

● There is a reckless widening of existing hill roads to four lanes in the name of 

development —



● The Teesta dam breach in Sikkim and the monsoon �floods and 

landslides in Himachal Pradesh — both events in 2023 — are a stark 

reminder of the havoc our development model is causing to the 

environment, ecology and communities, especially in the mountains.

●  In the case of the Great Indian Bustard, the Court has recognised the 

right of the people of this country to be free from the adverse impacts 

of climate change.



● Articles 14 and 21, specifically, and human rights which include the 
right to development and the newly minted right to be able to adapt to 
climate change. 

● The top court went on to say: “without a clean environment which is 
stable and unimpacted by the vagaries of climate change, the right to 
life is not fully realised... The inability of underserved communities to 
adapt to climate change or cope with its effects violates the right to life 
as well as the right to equality



● The right to equality under Article 14 and the right to life under Article 
21 must be appreciated in the context of the decisions of this Court, 
the actions and commitments of the state on the national and 
international level, and scientific consensus on  climate change and its 
adverse effects”. 

● It is a given that unless infrastructure is sustainable and dependable, it 
cannot become the foundation for peopleʼs pursuit of their 
developmental goals. 



● Sustainability of infrastructure necessarily means that it is resilient to 
the adverse impacts of climate change and consequent disasters. 

● This is essential to ensure equality, equity and equal access to people, 
to various opportunities all across the country — as is the mandate of 
Articles 14 and 21 of the Constitution.

●  Disasters are also known to amplify social inequality as the poor are 
the worst hit and the most inadequately equipped to deal with the 
consequences.



● Our actions in the name of development, in total disregard of nature in 

most cases, is to be blamed for these unnatural disasters resulting 

from natural hazards. 

● The development plans, policies and laws that underpin them too play 

a pivotal role in the making of these disasters. 

● There is an urgent need for planning stage convergence of different 

authorities so that when there is a plan for any development, all 

concerns about disaster and climate resilience are also factored in, and 

the project reaches implementation stage only after the green signal in 

these areas.





India and maldive
● . First, the economy of the Maldives continues to be in deep trouble — 

there are increasing debt maturities, low revenues, and a decline in 
foreign reserves.

● Second, China is falling short of Maleʼs expectations. Mr. Muizzuʼs visit 
to China in January 2024 saw both countries signing over 20 
Memorandum of Understanding. 

● There was also agreement to revive the Belt and Road Initiative 
projects and free trade agreement with China.

● Reports estimate that the Maldives owes China around $1.5 billion





● First, India has maintained high-level engagements despite Maleʼs 

anti-Indian rhetoric and close relations with China.

● On Indiaʼs part, the invitation extended to Mr. Muizzu indicates that New 

Delhi will continue to engage with Male, regardless of who is in power. 

● There is hope that the Maldivian leader, now with a super-majority in the 

Maldivian Parliament, would reciprocate Indiaʼs accommodative policy by 

respecting its sensitivities





Religious practices 

● , Justice G.R. Swaminathan reinstated the practice by invoking Article 
25(1) of the Constitution that guarantees the right to freely profess, 
practise, and propagate religion. 

● The judge linked the belief of the devotees, who claim to derive spiritual 
benefit from such practice, to the right to privacy, a fundamental right 
under the Constitution. 

● He argued that if the right to privacy includes “gender and sexual 
orientation”, it also includes “spiritual orientation”. 

● “It should not affect the rights and freedoms belonging to others



●  customary practice is protected as a fundamental right under Articles 
14, 19(1)(a), 19(1)(d), 21 and 25(1) of the Constitution.





The island of Great Nicobar vs development project

● The island of Great Nicobar is the southernmost tip of India and a part of 

the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago that comprises 600-odd islands.

● The island is home to two tribal communities — the Shompen and the 

Nicobarese. 

● The Shompen, around 250 in total, mostly live in the interior forests and 

are relatively isolated from the rest of the population. 

● They are predominantly hunter-gatherers and are classified as a 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group within the list of Scheduled Tribes. 



● The Nicobarese community practises farming and �fishing. It has two 
groups: the Great Nicobarese and the Little Nicobarese. 

● They use different dialects of the Nicobarese language (the Shompen have 
their own unique language).



What is the NITI Aayog project? 

● In March 2021, NITI Aayog unveiled a ₹72,000 crore plan called ʻHolistic 

Development of Great Nicobar Island at Andaman and Nicobar Islands .̓ 

● It includes the construction of an international transshipment terminal, an 

international airport, a power plant, and a township. 

● The project is to be implemented by a government undertaking called the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation (ANIIDCO). 

● The plan states: “The proposed port will allow Great Nicobar to participate in the 

regional and global maritime economy by becoming a major player in cargo 

transshipment.



● . In January, 2021 the Indian government denotified two wildlife sanctuaries 

— the Galathea Bay wildlife sanctuary and the Megapode wildlife sanctuary 

— to make way for the project. In the same month, the government released 

a ʻNational Marine Turtle Action Planʼ that lists Galathea Bay as a marine 

turtle habitat in India. 

● The transshipment terminal is expected to be developed at Galathea Bay, 

one of the worldʼs largest nesting sites for the giant leatherback turtle. 



● Both this species and the Nicobar megapode are listed in Schedule I of 
the Wildlife (Protection Act), 1972 — the highest level of protection for 
wild animals under Indian law (numerous species, especially endemic 
ones, are likely yet to be documented in Great Nicobar given the 
limited number of surveys conducted so far).



● As for the Shompen, one of the biggest threats is disease. Since the 
Shompen have had little contact with the outside world, they havenʼt yet 
developed immunity to infectious diseases that affect Indiaʼs general 
population. 

● Some Shompen settlements also overlap with the areas the NITI Aayog has 
proposed to be used for the transshipment terminal. 

● Earlier this month, the local panchayat of Campbell Bay raised concerns 
over the social impact assessment process for land acquisition for the 
airport. 



● Researchers who work on disaster management have also raised 

concerns that proponents of the mega project have failed to 

adequately assess earthquake risk. 

● The Andaman and Nicobar archipelago is located in the “ring of �fire”: 

a seismically active region that experiences several earthquakes 

throughout the year.





PESA
●  the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA). Passed in 1996, PESA 

extends local government councils to Scheduled Areas. 

● Under the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution, regions with predominantly tribal 

populations are categorised as ʻScheduled Areas ,̓ a territorial designation that 

recognises the customary rights of the Scheduled Tribes (ST). 

● Though the 73rd Amendment, passed in 1992, formalised local self-government 

through the three-tier Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI) in the non-Scheduled 

Areas, it did so without “mandated representation for STs”. PESA, however, took 

it a step further. 



● It “introduced an electoral quota that requires all chairperson positions, as well as 
at least half the seats on each local government councils to be reserved for ST 
individuals.” 

● Incidentally, in States where PESA has not been implemented well, as in Gujarat, for 
instance, the most common failure has been the absence of mandated ST 
representation in gram sabha committees. 

● This variegated governance landscape has one virtue. 



● ,It offers comparable data sets of local self-governance and forest cover that 

differ in geography and over time for villages: with local self-government in 

Scheduled Areas (with mandated ST representation); for villages with local 

self-government without mandated ST representation; and also, villages 

which adopted PESA earlier, and those that did so later.

●  if mandated political representation for marginalised communities is one 

institutional mechanism that can yield better results in conservation, 
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