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Health vs economics

● the law is quite clear. Article 21 of the Indian Constitution 

guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, including the right 

to health, as an integral part of this fundamental right. 

● Furthermore, the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) under 

Articles 39(e), 39(f), 41, 42, and 47 mandate the state to work 

towards improving public health, ensuring social justice, and 

raising the standard of living. 

● These provisions compel the state to prioritise the health and well-

being of its citizens over the economic benefits of tobacco farming



CRISPR AND TOBACCO

● In scientific innovation, gene editing technique CRISPR 

(clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats) 

presents a potential solution to the tobacco epidemic. 

● Researchers are using CRISPR to develop genetically-modified 

tobacco plants that are less harmful or harmless. 

● This technology could potentially alter the nicotine content and 

other harmful substances in tobacco leaves, providing a safer 

alternative for consumer



● For example, targeting the transcription factor genes ERF199 

and ERF189 resulted in an ultra-low-nicotine phenotype,

● Knocking out the QPT2 gene drastically reduced nicotine 

production but caused severe growth inhibition, making it 

unsuitable for agricultural use.



(WHO FCTC) 

● The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) is 

the first international treaty negotiated under the auspices of WHO. 

● It was adopted by the World Health Assembly on 21 May 2003 and 

entered into force on 27 February 2005. 

● It has since become one of the most rapidly and widely embraced 

treaties in United Nations history.

● The WHO FCTC was developed in response to the globalization of the 

tobacco epidemic and is an evidence-based treaty that reaffirms the 

right of all people to the highest standard of health. 

● The Convention represents a milestone for the promotion of public 

health and provides new legal dimensions for international health 

cooperation





Strategic autonomy in foreign policy

● A simple definition of the concept is that countries should be 

able to make decisions that best serve their national 

interests, irrespective of the pulls and pressures from other 

parties.

● There are two elements in this concept. 

● The first is the inherent conviction that a nation is capable of 

taking decisions that serve its interests. The second is that 

the nation should have the will



● and the resources to take those decisions even in the face of 

high pressure. 

● So, if India is not able to take autonomous foreign policy 

decisions during the times of “conflict” and “crisis moments”, as 

Mr. Garcetti has said, it is not exercising its strategic autonomy.

● All Indian governments since Independence have followed 

strategic autonomy in one form or the other, whether it is called 

non-alignment, multi-alignment, multi-directional foreign policy 

or strategic autonomy



● From India’s point of view, the global order is again changing. 

● The U.S. remains the world’s most powerful country but the 

world order is no longer unipolar. China, already the world’s 

second largest economy, is rising as a strong competitor to 

America’s global primacy.

● Russia is challenging the western security architecture in 

Europe, militarily. In West Asia, a shadow war between Israel, an 

American ally, and Iran, a close Russian strategic partner, is 

heating up. 



● In an anarchic order, India wants to strike a balance between 

great powers without joining any alliance system. 

● And for this, maintaining its strategic autonomy is essential. 

● The Russia policy is a case in point. 

● While energy ties with Russia are largely opportunistic and 

driven by cheap prices (India’s crude imports from Russia 

jumped from $2.4 billion in 2021-22 to $46.5 billion in 2023-24), 

the defence partnership is structural. 

● Russia is the source of over 40% of India’s defence imports, and 

86% of the Indian military’s equipment is of Russian origin.



● . This cannot be undone overnight. 

● Russia is also an important partner in continental Asia where 

India works with Eurasian powers for economic progress, 

connectivity and tackling security challenges. 

● To be sure, Russia’s deepening ties with China alter the essence 

of India’s historical partnership with Moscow. 

● But it is also an opportunity to recast the India-Russian 

partnership as a more equal bilateral partnership — during the 

Cold War it was heavily lopsided — where both sides would be 

mindful of each other’s sensitivities. I



● The world is already multipolar, economically, but a similar 

transition has not taken place in its power dynamics. 

● India wants to improve the system where its voice, and that of 

the Global South, would be heard with greater interest.

● For New Delhi, strategic autonomy does not call for 

isolationism. It calls for greater engagement with different power 

centres rooted in informed national interest. 

● Theorists of strategic autonomy do not look at foreign policy as 

a zero-sum game, where on





Finance commission and state finance

● T he sixteenth Finance Commission headed by former Niti Aayog 

Vice-Chairman Arvind Panagariya has begun its work by inviting 

suggestions from the public on the mandate set for it by the Centre.

● What is the Finance Commission? 

● The Finance Commission is a constitutional body that recommends 

how tax revenues collected by the Central government should be 

distributed among the Centre and various States in the country. 

● The Centre, however, is not legally bound to implement the 

suggestions made by the Finance Commission. 



The Commission is reconstituted typically every •five years and usually 
takes a couple of years to make its recommendations to the Centre.

How does the Commission decide? 

● The Finance Commission decides what proportion of the 

Centre’s net tax revenue goes to the States overall (vertical 

devolution) and how this share for the States is distributed 

among various States (horizontal devolution). 

● The horizontal devolution of funds between States is usually 

decided based on a formula created by the Commission that 

takes into account a State’s population, fertility level, income 

level, geography, etc. 



● The vertical devolution of funds, however, is not based on any such 

objective formula. Nevertheless, the last few Finance Commissions have 

recommended greater vertical devolution of tax revenues to States. 

● The 13th, 14th and 15th Finance Commissions recommended that the 

Centre share 32%, 42% and 41% of funds, respectively, from the divisible 

pool with States. 

● It should be noted that the Centre may also aid States through additional 

grants for certain schemes that are jointly funded by the Centre and the 

States. 



● The 16th Financial Commission is also expected to recommend 

ways to augment the revenues of local bodies such as panchayats 

and municipalities. 

● It should be noted that, as of 2015, only about 3% of public 

spending in India happened at the local body level, as compared to 

other countries such as China where over half of public spending 

happened at the level of the local bodies



Why is there friction between the Centre and States? 

● The Centre and the States have been at loggerheads over the 

issue of sharing tax revenues for a while now. 

● The Centre collects major taxes such as the income tax, the 

corporate tax, and the goods and services tax (GST) while the 

States primarily rely on taxes collected from the sale of goods 

such as liquor and fuels that are beyond the ambit of GST. 

● The States, however, are responsible for the delivery of many 

services to citizens, including education, healthcare and the 

police. 



● This has led to complaints that the Centre has reduced the power of the 

States to collect taxes and that it does not give enough funds to the States 

to match with the scale of their responsibilities.

● States argue that they should receive more funds than what is 

recommended by the Finance Commission as they have greater 

responsibilities to fulfill than the Centre. 

● They also point out that the Centre does not even share the amount of funds 

recommended by the Finance Commissions, which they believe is already 

too low.



● States have complaints about what portion of the Centre’s 

overall tax revenues should be considered as part of the 

divisible pool out of which the States are funded. 

● It is believed that cesses and surcharges, which do not come 

under the divisible pool and hence not shared with the States, 

can constitute as much as 28% of the Centre’s overall tax 

revenues in some years, causing signi•cant revenue loss for 

States.

● More developed States such as Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 

have also complained that they receive less money from the 

Centre than what they contribute as taxes





How did the FTs come about? 

● The FTs are quasi-judicial bodies formed through the Foreigners 

(Tribunals) Order of 1964 under Section 3 of the Foreigners’ Act of 1946, 

to let local authorities in a State refer a person suspected to be a 

foreigner to tribunals. 

● The FTs are currently exclusive to Assam as cases of “illegal 

immigrants” are dealt with according to the Foreigners’ Act in other 

States. 

● Each FT is headed by a member drawn from judges, advocates, and civil 

servants with judicial experience.



How does an FT function?

● According to the 1964 order, an FT has the powers of a civil 

court in certain matters such as summoning and enforcing the 

attendance of any person and examining him or her on oath and 

requiring the production of any document.

● A tribunal is required to serve a notice in English or the official 

language of the State to a person alleged to be a foreigner within 

10 days of receiving the reference from the authority concerned. 



● Such a person has 10 days to reply to the notice and another 10 

days to produce evidence in support of his or her case. 

● An FT has to dispose of a case within 60 days of reference. If the 

person fails to provide any proof of citizenship, the FT can send 

him or her to a detention centre, now called transit camp, for 

deportation later





Tamarins Monkey

● The tamarins are squirrel-sized New World monkeys from the family 

Callitrichidae in the genus Saguinus.

● They are the first offshoot in the Callitrichidae tree, and therefore 

are the sister group of a clade formed by the lion tamarins, Goeldi's 

monkeys and marmosets



● Tamarin species vary considerably in appearance, ranging from nearly 

all black through mixtures of black, brown and white. Mustache-like 

facial hairs are typical for many species.

● Tamarins range from southern Central America through central South 

America, where they are found in northwestern Colombia, the Amazon 

basin, and the Guianas.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mustache
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_basin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guianas
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