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Supreme court on inclusion of scheduled caste

● The Supreme Court has held that the States cannot tinker with 

the Scheduled Castes List notified under Article 341 of the 

Constitution. 

● “Any inclusion or exclusion of any caste, race or tribe or part of 

or group within the castes, races or tribes has to be, by law, 

made by the Parliament, and not by any other mode or manner



Inclusions and exclusions in the Scheduled Castes List are 

only possible through law made by the Parliament; neither 

the President nor the Centre can make changes: Supreme 

Court judgment.



Article 341

(1) The President may with respect to any State or Union territory, and where 

it is a State, after consultation with the Governor thereof, by public 

notification, specify the castes, races or tribes or parts of or groups within 

castes, races or tribes which shall for the purposes of this Constitution be 

deemed to be Scheduled Castes in relation to that State or Union territory, as 

the case may be.



(2) Parliament may by law include in or exclude from the list of Scheduled 

Castes specified in a notification issued under clause (1) any caste, race or tribe 

or part of or group within any caste, race or tribe, but save as aforesaid a 

notification issued under the said clause shall not be varied by any subsequent 

notification.





Human Auditory system

● At the heart of our auditory system are intricate hair cells nestled within 

the human cochlea. 

● Each cochlea houses around 16,000 of these •flask-shaped sensory 

cells, each with a cluster of hair-like projections called stereocilia.

● These stereocilia, arranged like a staircase from the shortest to the 

tallest, are the key to our hearing. 

● Two adjacent stereocilia are connected by a filamentous extracellular 

tether called a tip link. 

● These tip links, functioning like a complex network of connections, are 

pivotal in our hearing process, converting sound waves into electrical 

signals our brain can interpret. 



● When sound waves reach the ear, they create vibrations in the inner ear 

fluid. 

● These vibrations cause the stereocilia to bend, stretching the tip links 

that connect them. 

● This stretching opens ion channels in the stereocilia that allow 

potassium ions to enter the hair cell and create an electrical signal.

● Nerve cells attached to the hair cells pick up this signal and send it to 

the brain, where it is interpreted as sound. 

● This mechanism is similar to a microphone converting sound waves 

into electrical signals.



● Humans can perceive sound in the range of 20 Hz to 20 kHz in 

frequency and 5-120 decibels (dB) in intensity. 

● These sounds produce a force of 10–100 piconewtons (pN) on tip 

links. 

● We must apply roughly one newton (N) of force to hold an apple or 

orange in our hands. 

● One newton is equal to one thousand billion piconewtons. 



● The auditory system relies on tip links. Each tip link consists of two 

proteins, cadherin-23 (CDH23) and protocadherin-15 (PCDH15). 

● These proteins are at risk of breaking when exposed to loud noises





Agarwood 

● Agarwood, aloeswood, eaglewood, gharuwood or the Wood of 

Gods, most commonly referred to as oud or oudh is a fragrant, 

dark and resinous wood used in incense, perfume, and small 

hand carvings.

● It forms in the heartwood of Aquilaria trees after they become 

infected with a type of Phaeoacremonium mold, P. parasitica. 

The tree defensively secretes a resin to combat the fungal 

infestation.

● Prior to becoming infected, the heartwood mostly lacks scent, 

and is relatively light and pale in colouration.
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● However, as the infection advances and the tree produces its 

fragrant resin as a final option of defense, the heartwood 

becomes very dense, dark, and saturated with resin.

● This product is harvested, and most famously referred to in cosmetics

under the scent.

● Since 1995, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora has listed Aquilaria malaccensis (the 

primary source) in its Appendix II (potentially threatened species).
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Intergenerational equity And financial distribution

● horizontal distribution of States’ share in Union tax revenue among States.

● The Finance Commission (FC) decides the horizontal distribution formula 

once every five years.

● Despite repeated quinquennial revisits to this distribution formula, 

conceptually, it is predictable that equity is prioritised over efficiency.

● Equity in the distribution formula is about intragenerational equity, that is, to 

redistribute tax revenue among States. 

● The undesirable consequence of this is the accentuation of intergenerational 

inequity within States. 

● The argument is that intergenerational equity should be a factor in India’s 

horizontal distribution formula for tax devolution.



● Intergenerational •fiscal equity In general, intergenerational equity 

is the principle of providing equal opportunities and outcomes to 

every generation. 

● Intergenerational equity ensures that the decisions or actions of 

current generations should not burden the future generation. 

● From a public finance point of view, it refers to a situation where 

every generation pays for the public services it receives and 

does not burden the future generation through borrowings. 

● For any government, there are only two ways to raise its 

revenue: tax or borrowing.



● If, in a period, the tax revenue equals the current expenditure of the 

government, then the current taxpayers pay for the public services they 

receive.

● If the government finances the current expenditure through 

borrowings, it means the future generation is going to pay higher taxes 

to repay this borrowing and interest. 

● In other words, borrowing to meet the current expenditure of the 

government amounts to intergenerational inequity.



● First, low-income States finance a smaller portion of their revenue 

expenditure with their own tax revenue and also receive larger amounts of 

Union financial transfers. 

● Second, high-income States finance a substantial portion of their revenue 

expenditure with their own tax revenue but receive too little Union financial 

transfers. 

● Third, we can also deduce that the high-income States had to incur a de•cit 

of 13.1%, and the low-income States ended up with a deficit of only 6.4% of 

revenue expenditure. 



● Thus, the high-income States raise higher amounts of their own tax 

revenue and curtail their own revenue expenditure, yet incur higher 

deficits because of lower Union financial transfers compared to low-

income States.

● Usually, FCs use indicators such as per capita income, population, 

and area in the distribution formula. 

● These indicators reflect the differences between States in terms of 

demand for public services (population and area) and the size of 

public revenue available (per capita income). 



● These indicators carry a larger weight and assure equity in the 

distribution of Union financial transfers among States. 

● Variables such as tax effort and fiscal discipline carry smaller 

weight in the distribution formula to reward the fiscal efficiency of 

States.



● Every State has a Fiscal Responsibility Act restricting the quantum 

of deficit and public debt. 

● However, reduced Union financial transfers to some States compel 

them to breach this legal limit. 

● Therefore, the FC should assign a larger weight to fiscal indicators 

and incentivise tax effort and expenditure efficiency through larger 

Union financial transfers. 

● This will automatically ensure intergenerational fiscal equity and 

sustainable debt management by States.





Agriculture and post harvest losses

● India ranks second in global agriculture production, but its share in 

global agricultural exports is only 2.4%, placing it eighth in the world. 

● This is attributed to several factors that include low productivity, an 

inability to meet desired quality standards and inefficiencies in the 

supply chain such as an inadequate transportation network and 

infrastructure, which also leads to significant post-harvest losses. 

● India’s post-harvest losses amount to approximately ₹1,52,790 crore 

annually, according to a Ministry of Food Processing Industries 2022 

study



● The biggest loss is from perishable commodities, which include 

livestock produce such as eggs, fish and meat (22%), fruits (19%) 

and vegetables (18%). 

● During the export of perishables, approximately 19% of food is lost, 

particularly at the import-country (trade partner) stage.

● Storage, transportation and marketing play a critical role in 

ensuring that perishable products reach the consumer in time. 

● The strengthening of agri-logistics is recognised as a priority by the 

Committee on Doubling Farmer’s Income (DFI). 



● There are multiple logistical requirements in a single supply chain. 

● Starting with first mile transport from farmgate to mandi 

(wholesale/retail), long haul or wholesale transportation by rail, road, 

water or air, and last mile transportation to the consumer. 

● The trade of perishables faces a time shortage once the crop is 

harvested. 

● The latest agriculture Census shows that 86% of farmers in India are 

small and marginal (SMF).



● The Food Corporation of India is heavily dependent on the Indian 

Railways to move approximately 90% of its food grains.

● In contrast, about 97% of fruits and vegetables are transported by road.

● to support SMFs, the Kisan Rail was initiated to connect perishables 

(inclusive of milk, meat and fish) production surplus regions to 

consumption regions more efficiently.

● A recent study highlighted the impact of the Kisan Rail scheme on 

reducing post-harvest losses and enhancing farmer incomes in India



● investment in specialised wagons for temperature-controlled 

transport and the establishment of rail-side facilities for safe cargo 

handling are essential. 

● This would also present a significant opportunity to enhance food 

safety in the agriculture sector, by minimising spoilage and 

contamination risks, thereby supporting both domestic and export 

markets



● The Railways offers a tremendous opportunity to reduce post-

harvest losses and positively impact not just livelihoods but also 

the environment.

● Findings from the Logistics Division, Ministry of Commerce, state 

that the Indian Railways generates up to 80% less carbon dioxide 

for freight traffic than road transport. 

● There is a need for adopting systems-based approach, cutting 

across modes of transport and geographies. 

● The private sector can play a crucial role in enhancing operational 

efficiency and strengthening the rail infrastructure through public-

private partnerships





What about women representatives in independent India? 

● India as a sovereign republic provided the right to vote for all its 

women right from the first general elections in 1952. 

● While the right to vote was provided to all women since the 

commencement of the Constitution, the representation of women in 

the Lok Sabha and State legislative assemblies has been far from 

satisfactory. 

● The percentage of women MPs in the Lok Sabha had been very low 

between 5% and 10% till 2004. 



● It rose marginally to 12% in 2014 and currently stands at 14% in the 18th 

Lok Sabha. 

● The representation in State Legislative Assemblies is even poorer with 

the national average being around 9%. 

● The 73rd and 74th amendments of the Constitution in 1992/1993, 

provided for one-third reservation for women in panchayats and 

municipalities.

● However, attempts between 1996 and 2008 to provide similar 

reservation in the Lok Sabha and assemblies were unsuccessful.



What is the 106th amendment? 

● As on April 2024, India ranks 143 in the list of countries in the ‘Monthly 

ranking of women in national parliaments’ published by the Inter-

Parliamentary Union, a global organisation for national parliaments. 

● the Parliament through the 106th constitutional amendment, in 

September 2023, provided for one-third reservation of seats for women 

in the Lok Sabha and State legislative assemblies. 

● This would ensure a fair representation of women in legislatures that 

would increase gender sensitivity in parliamentary processes and 

legislation.

● It would also hopefully increase the number of women Ministers in the 

Centre and States.





Indo Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF)

● India is likely to soon be able to sign the clean economy and fair 

economy agreements under the U.S.- led Indo Pacific Economic 

Framework for Prosperity (IPEF).



● The third Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) Ministerial

Meeting was held in San Francisco, California on 14 November 2023 hosted by the

US.

● Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public

Distribution, and Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal participated in the Ministerial

meeting.

● IPEF was launched jointly by the USA and other partner countries of the Indo-

Pacific region on May 23, 2022 at Tokyo.

● IPEF has 14 partner countries including Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, Indonesia,

Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore,

Thailand, Vietnam & USA.

● It seeks to strengthen economic engagement among partner countries with the goal

of advancing growth, peace and prosperity in the region.



● The framework is structured around four pillars relating to Trade (Pillar I);

Supply Chains (Pillar II); Clean Economy (Pillar III); and Fair Economy (Pillar

IV).

● India had joined Pillars II to IV of IPEF while it has an observer status in

Pillar-I.



Four pillars 

● The IPEF framework is structured around the four pillars of trade, 

supply chains, clean energy and tax and anti-corruption, but there 

are no provisions on tari• cuts on goods.

● All 14 IPEF members, including India, signed the supply chains 

resilience agreement which entered into force on February 24.



Energy security

The clean economy pact focusses on energy security and transition, 

climate resilience and adaptation; GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions 

mitigation; •find/ develop innovative ways of reducing dependence on 

fossil fuel energy; promote technical cooperation, workforce 

development, capacity building, and research collaborations; and 

collaborate to facilitate development, access, and deployment of clean 

energy and climate-friendly technologies





Battir – Land of Olives and Vines

● Battir is a Palestinian village in the Bethlehem Governorate of the State of 

Palestine, in the West Bank, 6.4 km west of Bethlehem, and southwest of 

Jerusalem.

● Battir has long history that dates back to ancient times.

● Within its area is an archaeological site containing the remains of Beitar, the 

last stronghold of the Bar Kokhba revolt against the Roman Empire.

● The village is particularly known for its ancient terraces and an irrigation

system that dates back to the Roman period.
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● Due to this, In 2014, Battir was inscribed in the List of World Heritage 

Sites as a World Heritage Site in the State of Palestine, under the name 

Battir – Land of Olives and Vines — Cultural Landscape of Southern 

Jerusalem

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lists_of_World_Heritage_Sites
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