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Chabahar Port
●  Signing a 10-year agreement with Iran to develop and operate the 

Chabahar port, India has taken its infrastructure and trade partnership 
with the iran to the next level despite tensions in West Asia. 

● India will invest $120 million and offer a credit facility of $250 million 
to further develop the terminal it operates in Chabaharʼs Shahid 
Beheshti port and related projects. 

● However, after the deal was signed, the U.S. State Department said 
entities considering business deals with Iran “need to be aware that 
they are opening themselves up to and the potential risk of sanctions”.



● The U.S.̓ s unilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal in 2018 and 
reimposition of sanctions on Iran raised questions on Indiaʼs 
continued cooperation with Tehran. 

● The Chabahar port is critical for Indiaʼs connectivity plans. 
● First, it offers an alternative route to Afghanistan and Central Asia by 

bypassing Pakistan, allowing better trade with Central Asia. 
● And, Chabahar is expected to be connected to the International 

North-South Transport Corridor (NSTC), bringing India closer to 
Europe through Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia. 



● An alternative to the Suez route, a fully operational NSTC would 

reduce the time and money spent on intercontinental trade. 

● The port, roughly 200 km from Pakistanʼs Gwadar, where China is 

developing a port as part of its BRI, would also help India expand its 

geopolitical in�uence in Central Asia.

●



● Americaʼs interests in the region have also changed. 

● In 2018, when U.S. forces were backing the Islamic Republic 

government in Afghanistan, it gave a sanctions waiver to India 

as Kabul also stood to benefit from the port project. 

● Today, U.S. troops are out of Afghanistan, the Taliban has 

replaced the Islamic Republic, and the U.S.̓ s focus is on 

containing Iran. 





Forest Fire

Causes of Forest Fire
Forest fires are caused by Natural causes as well as Man made causes
● Natural causes - Many forest fires start from natural causes such as 

lightning which set trees on fire. However, rain extinguishes such 
fires without causing much damage. High atmospheric temperatures 
and dryness (low humidity) offer favorable circumstance for a fire to 
start.

● Man made causes - Fire is caused when a source of fire like naked 
flame, cigarette or bidi, electric spark or any source of ignition 
comes into contact with inflammable material.



Classification of Forest Fire
Forest fire can broadly be classified into three categories;
● Natural or controlled forest fire.
● Forest fires caused by heat generated in the litter and 

other biomes in summer through carelessness of 
people (human neglect) and

● Forest fires purposely caused by local inhabitants



Types of Forest Fire
The types of forest fire are as follows
● Surface Fire - A forest fire may burn primarily as a surface fire, 

spreading along the ground as the surface litter (senescent leaves 
and twigs and dry grasses etc) on the forest floor and is engulfed 
by the spreading flames.

● Underground Fire - The fires of low intensity, consuming the 
organic matter beneath and the surface litter of forest floor are 
sub-grouped as underground fire. In most of the dense forests a 
thick mantle of organic matter is find on top of the mineral soil. This 
fire spreads in by consuming such materials. These fires usually 
spread entirely underground and burn for some meters below the 
surface. This fire spreads very slowly and in most of the cases it 
becomes very hard to detect and control such type of fires. They 
may continue to burn for months and destroy vegetative cover of 
the soil. The other terminology for this type of fire is Muck fires.

●



● Ground Fire - These fires are fires in the sub surface organic fuels, 
such as duff layers under forest stands, Arctic tundra or taiga, and organic 
soils of swamps or bogs. There is no clear distinction between 
underground and ground fires. 

● The smoldering under ground fires sometime changes into Ground fire. 
● This fire burns root and other material on or beneath the surface i.e. burns 

the herbaceous growth on forest floor together with the layer of organic 
matter in various stages of decay. 

● They are more damaging than surface fires, as they can destroy 
vegetation completely. Ground fires burn underneath the surface by 
smoldering combustion and are more often ignited by surface fires.

●



● Crown Fire - A crown fire is one in which the crown of trees and shrubs 
burn, often sustained by a surface fire. 

● A crown fire is particularly very dangerous in a coniferous forest because 
resinous material given off burning logs burn furiously.

●  On hill slopes, if the fire starts downhill, it spreads up fast as heated air 
adjacent to a slope tends to flow up the slope spreading flames along with 
it. 

● If the fire starts uphill, there is less likelihood of it spreading downwards.



● Firestorms - Among the forest fires, the fire spreading most rapidly 
is the firestorm, which is an intense fire over a large area. 

● As the fire burns, heat rises and air rushes in, causing the fire to 
grow. 

● More air makes the fire spin violently like a storm. 
● Flames fly out from the base and burning ember spew out the top 

of the fiery twister, starting smaller fires around it. 
● Temperatures inside these storms can reach around 2,000 degrees 

Fahrenheit.



Vulnerability
● The youngest mountain ranges of Himalayas are the most vulnerable stretches 

of the world susceptible to forest fires. 
● The forests of Western are more frequently vulnerable to forest fires as 

compared to those in Eastern Himalayas. 
● This is because forests of Eastern Himalayas grow in high rain density. With 

large scale expansion of chirr (Pine) forests in many areas of the Himalayas 
the frequency and intensity of forest fires has increased.



● During the British period, fire was prevented in the summer 
through removal of forest litter all along the forest boundary. 

● This was called "Forest Fire Line" This line used to prevent fire 
breaking into the forest from one compartment to another. 

● The collected litter was burnt in isolation. Generally, the fire 
spreads only if there is continuous supply of fuel (Dry 
vegetation) along its path. 



Precautions
The followings are the important precautions against fire:
● To keep the source of fire or source of ignition separated from 

combustible and inflammable material.
● To keep the source of fire under watch and control.
● Not allow combustible or inflammable material to pile up unnecessarily 

and to stock the same as per procedure recommended for safe storage of 
such combustible or inflammable material.

● To adopt safe practices in areas near forests viz. factories, coalmines, oil 
stores, chemical plants and even in household kitchens.

● To incorporate fire reducing and fire fighting techniques and equipment















Zhongnanhai
● Zhongnanhai is a compound that houses the offices of and serves as a 

residence for the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and 
the State Council. 

● It was a former imperial garden, and is located adjacent to the Forbidden 
Palace in Beijing. 

● The term Zhongnanhai is often used as a metonym for China's central 
government and its leadership at large.

● The state leaders, including the president, general secretary of the CCP, 
and other top party and state leadership figures carry out many of their 
day-to-day administrative activities inside the compound, such as 
meetings with foreign dignitaries.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_Communist_Party
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_Council_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbidden_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metonymy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_leaders_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership_of_the_People%27s_Republic_of_China




 Iberian lynx
● The number of endangered Iberian lynx in the wild in Spain and Portugal has 

nearly doubled since 2020 to surpass 2,000 last year, the Spanish government .

● Known for its pointy ears, long legs and leopard-like spotted fur, the species 

was on the brink of extinction just two decades ago due to poaching, road 

accidents, as well as a dramatic decline due to disease in wild rabbits 

numbers, the lynxʼs main prey



Physical Description

The Iberian lynx is heavily spotted and weighs about half as much as the 

Eurasian species, with long legs and a very short tail with a black tip. Its 

coat is tawny with dark spots and it bears a characteristic "beard" around its 

face and prominent black ear tufts. 





The Iberian lynx has been brought to the brink of extinction because of 
a combination of threats:

● Decreasing food base
● Car hits
● Habitat loss and degradation
● Illegal Hunting





Quema River

● Pilgrims cross the Quema River on their way to the shrine of El 

Rocio in Villamanrique, southern Spain 2009 during the annual 

pilgrimage in which hundreds of thousands of devotees of the 

Virgin del Rocio converge in and around the shrine.
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