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Child marriage 

 With the aim of eradicating child 

marriage, Nayagarh, a tiny Odisha 

district, has adopted a unique 

initiative by scrupulously recording 

information on all adolescent girls in 

the district. 

 From birth registration date to 

Aadhaar number, from family details 

to skill training, information of 

48,642 adolescent girls can be found 

in registers named Aliva. 

 The register has been useful for law 

enforcement agencies, as parents lie 

about the age of their girls.  

 “When tipped off, district 

administration and the police refer 

to registers for ascertaining proof of 

girls’ age. 

THE HINDU 

QUAD (HADR) PARTNERSHIP 
 

 Foreign Ministers of the Quad group 

of countries India, the U.S., Australia, 

and Japan met on the fringes of the 

United Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) to sign a Humanitarian 

Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) partnership into effect. 

 External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar said the world was going 

through a difficult period listing the 

Ukraine conflict and climate events, 

and said that it was especially 

important for the Quad to further 

the “constructive agenda. 

 Humanitarian Assistance and 

Disaster Relief (HADR) partnership  

 The signing of these Guidelines 

marks a significant moment in Quad 

cooperation, which traces its origin 

from the 2004 ad hoc Tsunami Core 

Group which catalyzed international 

response efforts in the aftermath of 

the tsunami that devastated many 

countries in the region. 

 The Partnership has been designed 

to respond to the vulnerabilities of 

the Indo-Pacific region and will serve 

as a dedicated framework for Quad 

partners to coordinate their disaster 

response operations in the region. 

 Quad partners may provide joint or 

coordinated individual assistance in 

crisis preparation or alert, crisis-

response or post crisis review phases 

of disaster response. 

 Any humanitarian action will be 

carried out with respect for the 

sovereignty, territorial integrity and 

national unity of the affected state. 

 Under the partnership, Quad 

partners will promote inclusion by 

advancing gender equality and 

women’s and girl’s empowerment, 

ensuring persons with disabilities are 

agents and beneficiaries of 
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humanitarian action, and by 

ensuring indigenous people, 

minority groups and persons in 

vulnerable situations are not left 

behind.  

 The guidelines call for zero tolerance 

for inaction on tackling Sexual 

Exploitation, Abuse and Harassment 

(SEAH). 

 Quad partners will meet twice a year 

to share lessons and operational 

updates and will conduct at least one 

scenario-based table-top exercise to 

improve preparedness, coordination 

and interoperability. 

 The Partnership will coordinate 

HADR operations with the UN and 

other international agencies and 

donors, regional and local 

governments, public and private 

organizations, and non-government 

organizations where appropriate 

and in the best interest of humanity. 

THE HINDU 

G4 
 

 In addition to reiterating their 

support for each other’s bids to 

become permanent members of the 

UNSC, the G4 also reiterated its 

support for African countries being 

represented in a permanent and 

non-permanent capacity.  

 The G4 felt that the UN decision 

making bodies needed to be urgently 

reformed as global issues were 

increasingly complex and 

interconnected. 

Who are the G4 members? 

• The G4 is a grouping of Brazil, 

Germany, India and Japan which are 

aspiring to become permanent 

members of the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC). 

• The G4 countries are supporting 

each other’s bids for permanent 

membership of the UNSC. 

• All the four countries have been 

figured among the elected non-

permanent members of the council 

since the UN’s establishment. 

• The G4 nations traditionally meet on 

the sidelines of the annual high-level 

UN General Assembly session. 

• At present, the UNSC comprises five 

permanent members and 10 non-

permanent member countries which 

are elected for a two-year term by 

the General Assembly of the United 

Nations. The five permanent 

members are Russia, the UK, China, 

France and the United States and 

these countries can veto any 

substantive resolution. 
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Highlights of the meeting:  

• The ministers reiterated their 

support for each other’s 

candidatures as aspiring new 

permanent members in a reformed 

Security Council. 

• They expressed their strong 

determination to work towards 

launching text-based negotiations 

without further delay in the Inter-

Governmental Negotiations (IGN), 

on the basis of a single document, 

with a view to its adoption in the 

General Assembly. 

• They expressed their strong support 

to the Common African Position 

(CAP) as enshrined in the Ezulwini 

Consensus and the Sirte Declaration. 

 The Consensus underscores Africa’s 

goal to be fully represented in all 

decision making organs of the UN 

particularly the Security Council. 

THE HINDU 

Rupees depreciation 
 

 The rupee is yet again facing 

renewed pressure, along with major 

peers, as the dollar continues to 

strengthen in the wake of the 

Federal Reserve’s latest jumbo 75 

basis points interest rate increase 

and the U.S. central bank’s 

unequivocal message that it remains 

squarely focused on taming inflation 

 The rupee’s slide was softened by 

the Reserve Bank of India’s 

intervention to smoothen volatility. 

 The fact that the rupee is not alone 

in depreciating against the dollar can 

be of little comfort to Indian 

companies reliant on imports of raw 

materials or services for the smooth 

functioning of their businesses. 

 The higher import bill is also bound 

to add inflationary pressures to an 

economy already beset by 

persistently elevated inflation and 

further complicates monetary policy 

makers’ efforts to rein in the price 

gains.  

 The rupee’s more than 8% 

depreciation against the dollar so far 

in 2022, with almost all of the 

weakening having occurred in the 

wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

 Overseas portfolio investors too 

have once again turned net sellers of 

Indian stocks and debt in the last two 

sessions after having resumed their 

purchases of local assets 

 Overseas portfolio investors too 

have once again turned net sellers of 

Indian stocks and debt in the last two 

sessions after having resumed their 

purchases of local assets. 

 And the Fed’s projection of further 

steep monetary tightening, of at 
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least another 125 basis points, is 

only likely to lead to more outflows 

over the last quarter of this year.  

 With the rupee’s real effective 

exchange rate (REER), or trade-

weighted average of its value, also 

signalling that the Indian currency is 

still overvalued, the RBI’s rate setting 

panel will have a fine tightrope to 

walk next week as it battles to 

restore a semblance of price stability 

without choking growth and by 

ensuring the rupee does not weaken 

too sharply. 

What is a Real effective exchange 

rate (REER)? 

 REER is the weighted average of a 

country’s currency as compared to 

an index or basket of other major 

currencies. 

 A comparison of the relative trade 

balance of a country’s currency 

against each country within the 

index tells about the weightage. 

 This exchange rate is used to 

determine an individual country’s 

currency value relative to the other 

major currencies in the index. 

THE HINDU 

 

South Asia and changing 

geopolitics 

 The international system is 

witnessing geopolitical changes and 

a push for competitive great power 

hegemony.  

 The United States leads with its goal 

for primacy in the international 

system.  

 The U.S.’s national security 

documents advocate curbing China’s 

rise, weakening Russia’s capabilities, 

securing Europe behind U.S. 

leadership and building satellite 

alliances with countries which 

conform to U.S. interests and values. 

 But other players have different 

agendas and the Global South 

matters more than before. 

 They see Russia especially when in 

alliance with China or any other 

country as dangerous to U.S. 

geopolitics 

 Countries of the Global South, 

especially India, China and others, 

are being blamed for the failing 

sanctions against Russia in the 

context of the Ukraine war.  

 The truth is that the Global South, 

with a few exceptions (except 

seven), wants a quick and negotiated 

end to this terrible war. 

 The reasons for neutrality include: 

the needs for regime survival 
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especially because many in the 

South are dependent on Russian 

energy, fuel, fertilizers, wheat, 

commodities and defence 

equipment 

 Recent experiences such as the 

refusal by the West to grant a one-

time exception for patents for the 

COVID-19 vaccine have not helped 

either.  

 Media images of the way refugees 

from the South are treated in 

contrast to the welcome to 

Ukrainian refugees have revealed 

the unsurprising racism. 

 China’s expanding military footprint 

is problematic for many countries in 

Asia. China’s ‘grey zone’ policies of 

creeping expansionism, violation of 

maritime zones in the South China 

Seas and elsewhere  have 

antagonised several countries which 

include Vietnam, Indonesia, India 

and the Philippines. 

 But even then, most of these 

Southern countries would not like to 

be a part of security or military 

alliances with either the West or the 

Russian or Chinese side. 

 The U.S. response to this neutrality 

has been to put massive pressure for 

sanctions on Russia and build threat 

narratives about China. But there 

has been an unprecedented 

pushback from the South that wants 

to make its own strategic choices. 

 . Of course regional powers also 

work with the U.S. to project their 

own power for example Saudi Arabia 

vis-à-vis Iran. Smaller states do a 

balancing act between regional 

powers as Sri Lanka does between 

India and China. Stronger countries 

of the Global South such as India 

have used their leverage to 

negotiate with multiple sides.  

 India increased oil purchases from 

Russia, shrugging off western 

pressure. 

 India has a military Logistics 

Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement (LEMOA) with the U.S.; 

at the same time it has developed 

the International North South 

Transport Corridor connecting 

Russia and India via central Asia and 

Iran with three sanctioned states. 

 It participates in military exercises 

such as the U.S.-led RIMPAC (the Rim 

of the Pacific Exercise, and one of the 

world’s largest maritime exercises) 

but also sends a military contingent 

for the Vostok exercises (one of 

exercises Moscow routinely 

conducts) with Russia and China. So, 

India, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Turkey and others have developed 

the capacity to transact with 

competing and conflicting sides 
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 The South’s choices are extending 

slowly to Geoeconomics. 

 The fear of the U.S. strategy of 

freezing dollar reserves has made 

the South cautious.  

 Further, there is the U.S. Treasury 

Secretary Janet Yellen’s recent 

announcement about U.S. trade 

policies of‘re-shoring’ and ‘friend-

shoring’ meaning trade between 

allies.  

 Reshoring is also known as 

onshoring, inshoring, or back 

shoring. It is the opposite of 

offshoring, which is the process of 

manufacturing goods overseas to try 

to reduce the cost of labor and 

manufacturing. 

 This is leading the South to gradually 

find ways of bypassing the dollar in 

bilateral trade by using local 

currencies.  

 Currency swap arrangements are 

used by China and Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) + 3 

countries; India with Russia and 23 

other countries. 

 This does not mean the end of dollar 

dominance, but alternate paths are 

opening up for them.  

 In sum, the Global South has new 

agency. Multilateral institutions, 

ranging from BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 

India, China and South Africa) and 

the African Union, to ASEAN, and the 

Community of Latin American and 

Caribbean States, have given it new 

confidence.  

 Several countries including India, 

Brazil, South Africa, Indonesia and 

Malaysia have become economic 

powerhouses, albeit with their own 

inequalities and domestic problems. 

THE HINDU 
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