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Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 

conflict 

 Regular talks have tried to resolve 

the issue, one of the crucial points of 

disagreement remains over the map 

which should be used for 

demarcation purposes. 

 Almost half of its close to a 1000 km 

border is disputed.  

 The creation of the Soviet Union saw 

the large-scale redistribution of 

livestock to collective and state 

farms, which upset the existing 

status quo. Unfortunately, there was 

only so much land to go around.  

  

  

  

  
 The Tajik territory saw their livestock 

increase, and with scarce grazing 

land, agreements were signed 

between the two populations over 

the utilisation of Kyrgyz territory by 

the Tajiks' livestock. 

What led to the current flare-up?  

 The ideological basis of the current 

set of clashes is reinforced by 

developmental issues, thus 

providing a fertile ground for the 

entire geopolitical space to become 

a hotbed of multiple minor conflicts 

and clashes.  

 The environmental trajectory of the 

conflict can be further highlighted by 

incidents which saw groups from 

either side planting trees in disputed 
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areas and engaging in a physical 

confrontation using agricultural 

equipment as weapons. 

 Ferghana valley continues to be a 

site of struggle and frequent violent 

outbursts, with the location 

consisting primarily of Tajiks, Kyrgyz, 

and Uzbeks, who have historically 

shared common sociological 

specificities, economic activities, and 

religious practices. 

What is the road ahead?  

 The path to resolution of the conflict 

will require groups to agree upon a 

common map.  

 The international community will 

have to make efforts to solve the 

dispute by involving elders in the 

communities, as historically, elders 

have been used to resolve conflicts. 

THE HINDU 

Internal election in political 

parties 

 And the ECI generally has been very 

soft on this. 

 The ECI does not question the result 

or the procedure the parties 

followed.  

 The ECI expects political parties to 

abide by their constitution, a copy of 

which is also submitted to the 

commission when the parties are 

registered.  

 It is not for the commission to step in 

or criticise if anyone is elected 

unopposed. 

 India, it seems, is a party-led 

democracy or democracy based on 

political parties. But the phrase 

“political party” [was] nowhere 

mentioned or described in our 

Constitution.  

 The definition of a political party for 

the first time enters through the 

anti-defection law in 1985.  

 All rules and regulations apply more 

to candidates than to political 

parties in India. 

 The courts have made an 

observation that nothing in Article 

324 of the Constitution, or Section 

29A of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951 tells us that the ECI 

can actually regulate internal 

structures, organisations or 

elections of the part. 

 Having these internal elections, 

meetings and contests of ideas is 

important. Second, and as you 

rightly pointed out, internal 

elections are key for upward 

mobility.  

 And that is why what we are 

witnessing today in India and South 

Asia is problematic for democracy, 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 23rd September by Saurabh Pandey 

 July by Saurabh Pandey 

 February by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

where all political parties are 

centralised. 

 They are family-controlled parties, 

and dynastic politics has become a 

norm. 

 E-government must consider state 

funding of political parties.  

 Currently, they have to beg, borrow 

and steal to run their outfits.  

 They take money from the 

corporates and, of course, there are 

no free lunches. 

 One very objective criterion of this 

funding could be the votes they get; 

for example, the state can pay them 

₹100 for each vote polled in their 

favour. 

THE HINDU 

National sports code 
 

 The International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) has made it clear 

that it would not recognise any 

acting/interim president of the IOA.  

 The IOC is not pleased that the long-

pending elections to the IOA have 

not been held and has even 

threatened India with serious 

consequences.  

 The IOC could ban India if the 

elections are not held by December.  

 Then, Indian athletes would not be 

able to represent the country in 

events, including the Olympic 

Games, and India would not be able 

to receive funds from the IOC.  

 Only a month ago, the Gokulam 

Kerala football team found out what 

happens when such a ban is 

enforced. 

 The players had to return from 

Uzbekistan, where they had gone to 

take part in the AFC Women’s Club 

Championship.  

 That was because the world football 

governing body FIFA had banned the 

All India Football Federation (AIFF).  

 The ban has since been lifted and the 

AIFF has conducted its elections.  

 But there are other sports, such as 

hockey and table tennis that 

continue to be run by the court-

appointed committees of 

administrators. 

 The main reason behind the messy 

state of affairs in India’s sports 

administration at the moment is the 

reluctance of the officials, across 

sports bodies, to accept the National 

Sports Development Code of India, 

introduced by the central 

government in 2011.  

 Its intention was noble. By putting a 

limit to the tenure and age of an 

administrator, it had the potential to 

stop sports federations from 

remaining as the personal fiefdoms 

of a few, many of them politicians. 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 23rd September by Saurabh Pandey 

 July by Saurabh Pandey 

 February by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

What is the National Sports Code? 

 As aforementioned, the sole aim of 

the National Sports Code is to 

develop a culture of transparency 

and accountability in the functioning 

of national sports federations. 

 Formerly known as the National 

Sports Development Code of India, it 

strives to promote good governance 

practices in the management of 

sports at the national level. 

Salient Features  

 Restoring limits on tenures of office 

bearers 

 Annual Recognition of National 

Sports Federations 

 The organisations that follow the 

National Sports Code and whose 

Constitutions abide by the guidelines 

enjoy various facilities/ concessions 

provided by the Government of 

India. 

 Setting roles and responsibilities for 

agencies 

 The National Sports Code also lays 

down the roles and responsibilities 

of agencies such as the Ministry of 

Youth Affairs and Sports (MYAS), 

National Sports Federations (NSF) 

and the Sports Authority of India 

(SAI). The MYAS determines the 

eligibility conditions for recognition 

of NSFs among other duties. 

THE HINDU 

Annual Recognition of NSFs 
 

 The purpose of this is to make sure 

that the NSFs have basic standards, 

norms and procedures with regard 

to their internal functioning.  

 They should conform to the laws laid 

down by the concerned 

International Federations. Every 

year, the NSFs must submit detailed 

documentations for a grant of 

recognition. 

 Long Term Development Plans 

(LTDP) 

 Sports Code clarifies that in order to 

receive assistance from the 

government, NSFs must submit 

LTDPs.  

 The guidelines for submitting an 

LTDP have been clarified in the 

Sports Code wherein they should 

contain detailed planning in areas 

like development of sportsperson, 

coaching, officiating, participation, 

broadcasting, development of clubs, 

domestic tournament, schedule, 

participation in international 

tournaments, hosting of major 

events, professionalization of 

management, financial 

management, marketing, 

promotion, sports sciences, facilities, 

equipment and special projects. 
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Democracy within political parties 

 The Election Commission of India 

(ECI) has rejected the idea of a 

‘permanent president’ for a party, 

while taking issue with the Yuvajana 

Shramika Rythu Congress Party 

(YSRCP), which rules Andhra 

Pradesh.  

 The party reportedly elected Chief 

Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy as 

its president for life in July 2022. The 

ECI says such a step is inherently 

anti-democratic. 

 Any party that participates in a 

democratic process, and wants to 

govern and legislate, should include 

formal and periodic election of 

office-bearers as part of the way it 

functions as an association. 

 Increasingly, the fragmentation of 

India’s polity into a federalised, 

multi-party system has also given 

way to domination by “charismatic” 

individuals or their families, mainly 

because of the nature of support 

that these parties enjoy or due to 

their financing structures which 

necessitates centralised control by a 

single coterie or a family. 

 This is why several political parties 

today do not insist on thoroughgoing 

internal elections to secure their 

leadership; and even if they do 

conduct polls, they lack sufficient 

contestation and are done to 

reaffirm the dominance of the high 

command. 

 The ECI has periodically used 

guidelines issued for registration of 

parties under Section 29A of the 

Representation of the People Act, 

1951 to remind parties to conduct 

elections and to ensure that their 

leadership is renewed, changed or 

re-elected every five years.  

 But the commission does not have 

any statutory power to enforce 

internal democracy in parties or to 

mandate elections.  

 The lack of such substantive power 

only leads to parties carrying out the 

ECI’s edicts in a mechanical manner. 

THE HINDU 
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