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USNS Charles Drew in Chennai 
 

 The docking of the USNS Charles 

Drew, a United States Navy dry cargo 

ship, for repairs at an Indian facility 

in Chennai last week, marks an 

important first in the India-U.S. 

military relationship 

 During the bilateral 2+2 dialogue 

held in April this year, the two 

countries agreed to explore the 

possibilities of using Indian shipyards 

for the repair and maintenance of 

ships of the U.S. Military Sealift 

Command (MSC). 

 Functionally, it signals a more 

efficient leveraging of the Logistics 

Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement (LEMOA) the military 

logistics agreement India signed with 

the U.S. in 2017 

 Politically, too, the development is 

noteworthy, as it signals a 

consolidation of the India-U.S. 

partnership, and the Quadrilateral 

(India, Japan, Australia, and the 

United States) Security Dialogue.  

 Despite its intention to strengthen 

logistics exchanges among Quad 

members, 

 This is an incremental step forward 

in the U.S. moving to bolster its 

military presence in the Eastern 

Indian Ocean.  

 Recent assessments of the evolving 

security picture in the Indian Ocean 

point to the possibility of China’s 

military expansion in the Asian 

littorals, holding at risk U.S. and 

European assets. Reportedly, the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) has been readying to play a 

more active security role in the 

region. 

 The Indian Navy has formally 

commenced its cooperation with the 

Bahrain-based multilateral 

partnership, Combined Maritime 

Forces (CMF), as an ‘associate 

member’ 

 India’s political and military 

leadership is seeing this as a 

demonstration of Indian 

commitment towards the collective 

responsibility of ensuring security in 

the shared commons. 

 According to the CMF website, 

“associate members provide the 

assistance that they can offer, if they 

have the time and capacity to do so, 

whilst undertaking national tasking”.  

 This is not unlike India’s earlier 

model of cooperation, whereby the 

Indian Navy worked alongside CMF 

and other security forces in the 

Western Indian Ocean on a need-to 

basis all while operating 

independently, and under the 
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broader banner of the United 

Nations.  

 Despite increased engagement with 

the U.S. Navy, India’s liaison officer 

at the U.S. Navy component 

(NAVCENT, or the U.S. Naval Forces 

Central Command) in the U.S. 

Central Command (CENTCOM) is still 

the military attaché at the Indian 

Embassy in Bahrain. 

 Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) 

 Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) is 

a multi-national naval partnership, 

which exists to promote security, 

stability and prosperity across 

approximately 3.2 million square 

miles of international waters, which 

encompass some of the world’s most 

important shipping lanes. 

 CMF’s main focus areas are 

defeating terrorism, preventing 

piracy, encouraging regional 

cooperation, and promoting a safe 

maritime environment. 

 CMF counters violent extremism and 

terrorist networks in maritime areas 

of responsibility; works with regional 

and other partners to improve 

overall security and stability; helps 

strengthen regional nations’ 

maritime capabilities and, when 

requested, responds to 

environmental and humanitarian 

crises. 

 Comprised of three task forces: CTF 

150 (maritime security and counter-

terrorism), CTF 151 (counter-piracy) 

and CTF 152 (Arabian Gulf security 

and cooperation). 

 34 member nations: Australia, 

Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 

Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, 

Greece, Italy, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, 

Republic of Korea, Kuwait, Malaysia, 

the Netherlands,  New Zealand, 

Norway, Pakistan, The Philippines, 

Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 

Seychelles, Singapore, Spain, 

Thailand, Turkey, UAE, United 

Kingdom, United States and Yemen. 

 Commanded by a U.S. Navy Vice 

Admiral, who also serves as 

Commander U.S. Naval Forces 

Central Command and U.S. Fifth 

Fleet? All three commands are co-

located at U.S. Naval Support Activity 

Bahrain. 

THE HINDU 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) 
 

 Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) is 

a multi-national naval partnership, 

which exists to promote security, 

stability and prosperity across 

approximately 3.2 million square 

miles of international waters, which 

encompass some of the world’s most 

important shipping lanes. 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 18th August by Saurabh Pandey 

 July by Saurabh Pandey 

 February by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

 CMF’s main focus areas are 

defeating terrorism, preventing 

piracy, encouraging regional 

cooperation, and promoting a safe 

maritime environment. 

 CMF counters violent extremism and 

terrorist networks in maritime areas 

of responsibility; works with regional 

and other partners to improve 

overall security and stability; helps 

strengthen regional nations’ 

maritime capabilities and, when 

requested, responds to 

environmental and humanitarian 

crises. 

 Comprised of three task forces: CTF 

150 (maritime security and counter-

terrorism), CTF 151 (counter-piracy) 

and CTF 152 (Arabian Gulf security 

and cooperation). 

 34 member nations: Australia, 

Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, 

Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, 

Greece, Italy, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, 

Republic of Korea, Kuwait, Malaysia, 

the Netherlands,  New Zealand, 

Norway, Pakistan, The Philippines, 

Portugal, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 

Seychelles, Singapore, Spain, 

Thailand, Turkey, UAE, United 

Kingdom, United States and Yemen. 

 Commanded by a U.S. Navy Vice 

Admiral, who also serves as 

Commander U.S. Naval Forces 

Central Command and U.S. Fifth 

Fleet. All three commands are co-

located at U.S. Naval Support Activity 

Bahrain. 

THE HINDU 

China aim for Taiwan 
 

 Geopolitically, Taiwan is critical for 

China’s great power ambition. No 

country can become a global 

superpower without establishing 

regional hegemony.  

 The U.S. is protected by the world’s 

two largest oceans the Atlantic 

Ocean and the Pacific Ocean and has 

successfully established hegemony 

in the Western Hemisphere.  

 The Soviet Union had enjoyed 

hegemony in the Black Sea and the 

Baltic Sea. On the contrary, China, 

despite its military capabilities, is a 

caged naval power in a crowded 

neighbourhood. 

 And if it loses Taiwan for good, which 

is just 180 kilometres from its 

mainland, China’s attempts to 

establish regional hegemony would 

be complicated further.  

 So, it would like control of the island 

not only to fulfil a historical promise 

(political benefits for the leader or, 

as many have pointed out, taking 

control of the global semiconductor 

supplies), but also to shore up its 
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geopolitical stature as a great power 

in the western Pacific. 

 China thinks the strategic 

environment around Taiwan has 

shifted to its favor, with a window of 

opportunity to make the move as the 

U.S. is caught in a triangular 

entanglement its failures in the 

Muslim world, its desire to defeat 

Russia in Europe and a strategy to 

contain China’s rise in the Indo 

Pacific.  

 Once the structures of the new Cold 

War are in place and Taiwan 

emerges as a front line, it would be 

as difficult for China to get the island 

back as it was for the German or 

Korean unification under the 

communists.  

 This is what is making the Fourth 

Taiwan Strait Crisis the most 

dangerous one. 

THE HINDU 

G20 AND data regulation 
 

 Coupled with economic interests 

have compelled governments to 

institute rules and standards that 

govern and restrict cross-border 

flows with natural implications for 

negotiations on global trade and 

commerce.  

 Indeed, the sheer amount of data 

being generated and shared globally 

has necessitated governments to 

exert more control over the use, 

sharing, and cross-border flow of 

data. 

 Data regulation efforts transcend 

data localization. 

 The G-20 appears as a viable 

platform to discuss data, particularly 

sharing and transfer, given 

seemingly converging positions on 

data governance amongst major G-7 

powers and emerging economies as 

the state finds a greater role in 

regulating data. 

 Since 2017, India has attempted to 

incubate governance of non-

personal data, personal data, e-

commerce regulation and artificial 

intelligence (AI) with a preference to 

harness “India’s data for India’s 

development.”  

 These policies, including the recently 

withdrawn Personal Data Protection 

Bill, 

 India’s digital economy stewardship 

must transcend data localization by 

highlighting best practices on data 

protection, competition law, data 

stewardship, and responsible 

artificial intelligence both in India 

and other G20 countries. 

THE HINDU 
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AIS and Centre vs States 
 

 The Government of India (GOI) 

painfully admitted recently to what 

some of us already knew. 

 Fewer and fewer All India Services 

(AIS) officers working in States were 

coming forward to opt for a tenure 

with the Centre. 

 There are many positives in working 

for the GOI.  

 These include a psychological 

satisfaction of contributing to the 

formulation of national policy on 

many critical issues, such as 

education, health care or 

preservation of the environment.  

 This throws up many opportunities 

for foreign travel and a chance to be 

deputed to work for international 

agencies. 

 This is a serious situation if one 

reckons that the manpower 

demands of GOI ministries (at the 

level of Deputy Secretaries and 

Directors who generally come from 

the IAS) are growing. 

 There are far too many vacancies in 

the Central Police Establishment 

comprising the paramilitary forces 

 One organization particularly 

affected is the CBI. 

 Centre's dialogue with the States 

over amending the AIS rules assumes 

importance.  

 Such amendment would empower 

the Centre to commandeer the 

services of any officer serving in the 

States to work for the former, with 

or without the concurrence of the 

State concerned or the consent of 

the particular officer. 

THE HINDU 

Arctic Amplification 
 

 What is Arctic amplification?  

 What causes it?  

 Global warming, the long-term 

heating of the earth’s surface, 

hastened due to anthropogenic 

forces or human activities since pre-

industrial times and has increased 

the planet’s average temperature by 

1.1 degrees Celsius.  

 While changes are witnessed across 

the planet, any change in the surface 

air temperature and the net 

radiation balance tend to produce 

larger changes at the north and 

south poles.  

 This phenomenon is known as polar 

amplification; these changes are 

more pronounced at the northern 

latitudes and are known as the Arctic 

amplification. 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 18th August by Saurabh Pandey 

 July by Saurabh Pandey 

 February by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

 Among the many global warming-

driven causes for this amplification, 

the ice-albedo feedback, lapse rate 

feedback, water vapour feedback 

and ocean heat transport are the 

primary causes.  

 Sea ice and snow have high albedo 

(measure of reflectivity of the 

surface), implying that they are 

capable of reflecting most of the 

solar radiation as opposed to water 

and land. In the Arctic’s case, global 

warming is resulting in diminishing 

sea ice. 

 As the sea ice melts, the Arctic Ocean 

will be more capable of absorbing 

solar radiation, thereby driving the 

amplification.  

 The lapse rate or the rate at which 

the temperature drops with 

elevation decreases with warming. 

What are the consequences of 

Arctic warming?  

 The causes and consequences of 

Arctic amplification are cyclical. 

 The Greenland ice sheet is melting at 

an alarming rate, and the rate of 

accumulation of sea ice has been 

remarkably low. 

 The warming of the Arctic Ocean and 

the seas in the region, the 

acidification of water, and changes in 

the salinity levels, are impacting the 

biodiversity, including the marine 

species and the dependent species.  

 The warming is also increasing the 

incidence of rainfall which is 

affecting the availability and 

accessibility of lichens to the 

reindeer.  

 The Arctic amplification is causing 

widespread starvation and death 

among the Arctic fauna.  

 The permafrost in the Arctic is 

thawing and in turn releasing carbon 

and methane which are among the 

major greenhouse gases responsible 

for global warming. 

What is the impact on India? 

 In recent years, scientists have 

pondered over the impact the 

changing Arctic can have on the 

monsoons in the subcontinent.  

 The link between the two is growing 

in importance due to the extreme 

weather events the country faces, 

and the heavy reliance on rainfall for 

water and food security. 

 Changes in the atmospheric 

circulation due to diminishing sea ice 

combined with the warm 

temperatures in the Arabian Sea 

contribute to enhanced moisture 

and drive extreme rainfall events. 

 In 2014, India deployed IndARC, 

India’s first moored-underwater 

observatory in the Kongsfjorden 
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fjord, Svalbard, to monitor the 

impact of the changes in the Arctic 

Ocean on the tropical processes such 

as the monsoons. 

 Sea level along the Indian coast is 

rising faster than the global average 

rate. 

 One of the primary reasons for this 

rise is the melting of sea ice in the 

Polar Regions, especially the Arctic 
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