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Que-1  With reference to India's first 

saline water lantern, consider the following 

statements 

1- Named as Ujala. 

2- It uses sea water as the electrolyte 

between specially designed electrodes to 

power the LED lamps. 

3- The lantern will bring "ease of living to 

the poor and needy, particularly the fishing 

community living along the 7,500 km long 

coastal line of India." 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-2  Consider the following 

statements about Ramsar sites in India 

1- India has added 11 more wetlands to 

the list of Ramsar sites to make total 75 

Ramsar sites in the country in the 75th year 

of Independence.  

2- 11 new sites include, four in 

Karnataka, three in Telangana, two in 

Jammu and Kashmir and one each in 

Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.  

3- India is one of the Contracting Parties 

to Ramsar Convention, signed in Ramsar, 

Iran in 1971.  

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 only 

Que-3  With reference to Primary 

Agricultural Credit Society (PACS), consider 

the following statements  

1- It is a basic unit and smallest co-

operative credit institutions in India. 

2- It works on the grassroots level (gram 

panchayat and village level). 

3- PACS are under the purview of the 

Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and hence 

regulated by the Reserve Bank of India.  

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-4  With reference to Swastika, consider 

the following statements 

1- The word swastika has a Sanskrit root, 

which means good fortune or well-being, 

and it has been an auspicious symbol for 

Hindus over many millennia. 

2- The swastika is commonly seen in 

India today — a ubiquitous symbol adorning 

temples, homes, vehicles, and on walls 

above entrances and doors — and it carries 

a purely auspicious and welcoming meaning. 
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3- Unlike the black hakenkreuz of the 

Nazis, the swastika used by Indians is usually 

red or yellow in colour, is not tilted to the 

right, and has dots at each corner, which are 

believed to represent the four Vedas. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-5  With reference to ‘Chinese’ manjha, 

consider the following statements 

1- The Chinese manjha is a glass-coated 

synthetic string used to fly kites. 

2- It is made of monofilament fishing 

lines. 

3- It is imported from China. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 only 

Que-6  Consider the following 

statements about Probable Reasons for 

Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand to be rain 

deficit this monsoon 

1- This monsoon season has seen the 

development of only three low pressure 

systems over the Bay of Bengal, mostly off 

the coast of Odisha. 

2- The east-west low pressure monsoon 

trough — the second major reason for 

rainfall — has remained to the north of its 

normal position for most days in July and 

August so far.  

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Que-7  The England government 

formally declared parts of England to be in 

drought reently as the country faces a 

period of prolonged hot and dry weather. 

What happens when a drought is declared? 

1- Farmers could face restrictions on 

water usage for spray irrigation. 

2- Restrictions can be put in place on 

non-essential water use including 

commercial car washes and swimming pools. 

3- Customers may be asked to access 

water from standpipes or mobile water 

tanks. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 
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Que-8 With reference to Lok Adalat, 

consider the following statements 

1- Lok Adalat is one of the alternative 

dispute redressal mechanisms, it is a forum 

where disputes/cases pending in the court of 

law or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ 

compromised amicably. 

2-  Lok Adalats have still not been given 

statutory status. 

3- There is no court fee payable when a 

matter is filed in a Lok Adalat. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 d) 2 and 3 only 

ANSWER 

1- (d) 

 Named as Roshini. 

 The saline water lantern will also 

boost and supplement Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's UJALA scheme 

launched in 2015 for distribution of 

LED bulbs across the country. 

2- (b) 

 11 new sites include, four in Tamil 

Nadu, three in Odisha, two in Jammu 

and Kashmir and one each in Madhya 

Pradesh and Maharashtra.  

 India is one of the Contracting Parties 

to Ramsar Convention, signed in 

Ramsar, Iran in 1971. India signed it on 

1st February 1982. During 1982 to 

2013, a total of 26 sites were added to 

the list of Ramsar sites, however, 

during 2014 to 2022, the country has 

added 49 new wetlands to the list of 

Ramsar sites. 

 During this year itself, a total of 28 

sites have been declared as Ramsar 

sites. Based on the date of designation 

mentioned on Ramsar Certificate, the 

number is 19 for 2022 and 14 for 2021. 

Tamil Nadu has maximum number of 

Ramsar sites which is 14, followed by 

Uttar Pradesh which has 10 numbers 

of Ramsar sites. 

3- (a) 

 PACS are outside the purview of the 

Banking Regulation Act, 1949 and 

hence not regulated by the Reserve 

Bank of India.  

4- (c) 

5- (a) 

 Monofilament strings are deadly 

because they are very hard to break. 

They are made by melting and mixing 

polymers, and after the strings are 

formed, they are then coated with 

glass. Stretched tight, monofilament 
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strings have the ability to injure 

humans and animals alike. 

 The name of the string is misleading 

because it is not imported from China, 

but is rather produced domestically. 

The string is made in and around UP’s 

Bareilly and in parts of Madhya 

Pradesh, from where it is mostly sold 

online. 

 The manjha from Bareilly has always 

been considered among the best in 

the country. High quality cotton 

thread is coated in glue rice flour and 

other materials to make it sharp, but 

it is not strong enough to injure 

animals or humans. Some 

manufacturers, however, also use 

powdered glass to coat the strings, 

making them tougher. 

 The main reason for the popularity of 

Chinese manjha, however, is the cost. 

It is a third of the cost of the cotton 

manjha and several times stronger. 

6- (a) 

 This monsoon season has seen the 

development of only three low 

pressure systems over the Bay of 

Bengal, mostly off the coast of Odisha. 

None of these systems had an impact 

over Jharkhand, UP, or Bihar. The low 

pressure systems did not move along 

Bihar, Jharkhand, and Uttar Pradesh. 

 In addition, the east-west low 

pressure monsoon trough — the 

second major reason for rainfall — has 

remained to the south of its normal 

position for most days in July and 

August so far. The location of the 

monsoon trough, its oscillation and 

duration over a specific location, 

directly affect rainfall activity over 

regions to the south of the trough. 

 Thus, when the monsoon trough is 

located to the south of its normal 

position, there is active or vigorous 

rainfall over most parts of central and 

peninsular India. And when it shifts to 

the north of its normal position, or lies 

along the Himalayan foothills, Uttar 

Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West 

Bengal and the Northeastern states 

benefit. 

7- (c) 

What happens when a drought is declared? 

 All water companies are required to 

have a drought plan in place setting 

out what restrictions they may put in 

place on their customers in the event 

of a drought. 

 Water companies will implement 

these plans, which will include 

temporary water use restrictions such 

as hosepipe bans to reduce the 

demand for water. 
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 They can also apply for drought orders 

and permits which legally allow more 

flexibility in managing water 

resources including abstracting more 

water from rivers, reservoirs or 

aquifers. 

 Restrictions can be put in place on 

non-essential water use including 

commercial car washes and swimming 

pools. 

 Customers may be asked to access 

water from standpipes or mobile 

water tanks. 

 Farmers could face restrictions on 

water usage for spray irrigation. 

 The Environment Agency can ask the 

government to put in place 

restrictions on water use in industrial 

manufacturing or food processing 

which is having, or threatening to 

have, a severe impact on the 

environment or public water supply. 

 Natural England, the government’s 

conservation advisory body, may 

restrict access to some areas such as 

national nature reserves if there is a 

risk of fire caused by the dry 

conditions. 

8- (b) 

 Lok Adalat is one of the alternative 

dispute redressal mechanisms, it is a 

forum where disputes/cases pending 

in the court of law or at pre-litigation 

stage are settled/ compromised 

amicably. Lok Adalats have been given 

statutory status under the Legal 

Services Authorities Act, 1987. Under 

the said Act, the award (decision) 

made by the Lok Adalats is deemed to 

be a decree of a civil court and is final 

and binding on all parties and no 

appeal against such an award lies 

before any court of law. If the parties 

are not satisfied with the award of the 

Lok Adalat though there is no 

provision for an appeal against such 

an award, but they are free to initiate 

litigation by approaching the court of 

appropriate jurisdiction by filing a 

case by following the required 

procedure, in exercise of their right to 

litigate. 

 There is no court fee payable when a 

matter is filed in a Lok Adalat. If a 

matter pending in the court of law is 

referred to the Lok Adalat and is 

settled subsequently, the court fee 

originally paid in the court on the 

complaints/petition is also refunded 

back to the parties. 
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