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BRICS 

o The 14th virtual BRICS summit 

hosted by China (June 23-24) was a 

clear attempt by China to hijack the 

grouping, going by a blueprint it has 

prepared for the new world order. 

o Curiously, BRICS was not meant to 

be a political grouping when the 

acronym, BRIC, was coined by 

Goldman Sachs economist Jim 

O'Neill in 2001 to categorise Brazil, 

Russia, India and China, which were 

expected to collectively dominate 

global growth by 2050. 

o Seeing the possibility of developing a 

non-western global economic 

system, China welcomed the idea of 

BRICS as the nucleus of a new 

economic grouping and invested 

energy and resources in building it.  

 The others, joined later by South 

Africa, were also attracted by the 

idea of creating a catalyst for an 

alternative to the Bretton Woods 

Institutions. 

o Two permanent members of the 

Security Council together with three 

aspirants to permanent membership 

appeared like two carnivores and 

three herbivores invited to the same 

meal with little possibility for a 

change in menu. 

 

 But the grouping focused on 

possibilities of cooperation among 

them by developing institutions such 

as the New Development Bank, the 

BRICS Contingent Reserve 

Arrangement and cooperation in 

certain sectors. 

o The fundamental question of 

support for the three countries to 

secure permanent membership was 

fossilised on China’s position that 

the role of the developing countries 

should be enhanced, implying that 

there shall be no expansion of the 

permanent membership of the 

Security Council.  

 Russia’s support for India also got 

diluted as a result. 

o There has been a sea change. 

o The situation in BRICS had 

undergone a sea change by the time 

the BRICS summit was held virtually 

under the presidency of China 

towards the end of June.  

o The entire fragile framework of 

limited cooperation was shattered 

with the bloodshed at Galwan, when 

China unilaterally sought to alter the 

situation on the Line of Actual 

Control (LAC) and, even worse, 

halted the process of disengagement 

from certain sectors.  

 The treaties, agreements and agreed 

procedures are required to be 
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rewritten to form the basis of future 

cooperation. 

THE HINDU 

Russia-China link 

 

o Neither the Soviet Union nor Russia 

had supported India against China 

since 1962, because of the “brother 

and the friend” syndrome.  

o Russia showed some inclination to 

facilitate a discussion between India 

and China, but after February 2022, 

Russia is legally obliged to take the 

Chinese side in any future 

showdown between India and China 

o With Russia continuing its war in 

Ukraine and China continuing to 

occupy Indian territory in Ladakh, 

there was little credibility in many of 

the words they used in the Joint 

Communiqué 

o China pushed for expansion at the 

summit itself even at a time when 

BRICS had no credible global agenda.  

o China showed no enthusiasm to 

bring India into the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) even 

after India met the criteria of a 

liberalised economy 

 China seems to think that BRICS 

would be an extension of the Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI), which was 

designed to dominate the world by 

getting small and weak countries in a 

debt trap. 

o On the G7 meet 

o But the G7 was so preoccupied with 

its increasing involvement in the war 

through the supply of money, 

sophisticated weapons, etc., that 

other issues were cursorily treated.  

o Multilateral negotiations will be 

increasingly difficult in the present 

chaotic global situation.  

 It is only by working bilaterally with 

potential allies that India can attain 

the status of a pole in the new world 

with steadfast friends and followers. 

T.P. Sreenivas. 

THE HINDU 

POSHAN ABHIYAN 

 India is afflicted by public health 

issues such as child malnutrition 

(35.5% stunted, 67.1% anaemic) 

attributing to 68.2% of under-five 

child mortality 

 National Nutrition Mission (NNM), 

rebranding it the Prime Minister’s 

Overarching Scheme for Holistic 

Nutrition, or POSHAN Abhiyaan. 

 It has the objective of reducing 

malnutrition in women, children and 

adolescent girls.  

 The Ministry of Women and Child 

(MWCD) continues to be the nodal 

Ministry implementing the NNM 
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with a vision to align different 

ministries to work in tandem on the 

“window of opportunity” of the first 

1,000 days in life (270 days of 

pregnancy and 730 days; 0-24 

months. 

 POSHAN Abhiyaan (now referred as 

POSHAN 2.0) rightly places a special 

emphasis on selected high impact 

essential nutrition interventions, 

combined with nutrition-sensitive 

interventions, which indirectly 

impact mother, infant and young 

child nutrition, such as improving 

coverage of maternal-child health 

services, enhancing women 

empowerment, availability, and 

access to improved water, 

sanitation, and hygiene and 

enhancing homestead food 

production for a diversified diet. 

NHFS data is a pointer 

 There is a substantial increase in 

antenatal service attendance (58.6 

to 70.0%); women having saving 

bank accounts (63.0 to78.6%); 

women owning mobile phones that 

they themselves use (45.9 % to 

54.0%); women married before 18 

years of age (26.8 % to 23.3 %); 

women with 10 or more years of 

schooling (35.7% to 41.0%), and 

access to clean fuel for cooking (43.8 

% to 68.6%) 

 Preconception nutrition, maternal 

nutrition, and appropriate infant and 

child feeding remain to be effectively 

addressed.  

 India has 20% to 30% undernutrition 

even in the first six months of life 

when exclusive breastfeeding is the 

only nourishment required.  

 Neither maternal nutrition care 

interventions nor infant and young 

child feeding practices have shown 

the desired improvement. 

 We need to systematically review 

the status, and develop and test a 

new system that would combine the 

human resource E-waste and health 

from village to the district and State 

levels. 

THE HINDU 

E waste management rule 2021 
 

 E-waste (Management and 

Handling) Rule 

 One major change is the 

introduction of a market for e-waste 

recycling certificates.  

 The draft rules state that producers 

of e-goods have to ensure that at 

least 60% of their produced e-waste 

is recycled by 2023.  

 This shift from collection rate targets 

(which set targets for the collection 

of e-waste as a percentage of the 
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quantity of products sold by weight 

in the market in the previous year) in 

the current Rules to recycling rate 

targets in the proposed Rules is 

another important change. 

 The proposed market for e-waste 

recycling appears unrealistic. 

 First, large-scale recycling of e-waste 

is still in its infancy in India. Most of 

the recycling of valuable material is 

carried out within the informal 

sector using inefficient and unsafe 

technologies.  

 At a time when the technical 

feasibility and commercial viability 

of different recycling technologies 

and approaches for e-waste 

components is being worked upon in 

India, a target to recycle 60% of the 

e-waste generated in 2022-23 

appears too optimistic. 

 Second, if the regulatory targets 

were to create a vibrant market for 

recycling, the existing formal and 

informal players would have to play 

a crucial role 

 The informal sector accounts for a 

vast majority of e-waste processed in 

India. Most e-waste policy debates 

have centred around the integration 

of the informal sector into the formal 

systems.  

 The proposed regulations, however, 

place the responsibility of such 

integration on the State 

governments without specifying 

what the incentives are for them to 

do this. 

Steering Committee powers  

 The other major change is the 

introduction of a Steering 

Committee to oversee the “overall 

implementation, monitoring, and 

supervision” of the regulations.  

 This Committee, for example, has 

the power to decide on the product-

wise “conversion factor” that 

determines the value of the recycling 

certificate, specify how the 

environmental compensation fund 

could be utilized, resolve disputes, 

and “remove any difficulty in smooth 

implementation of these 

regulations.” 

 While such an institutional 

mechanism could provide more 

certainty in implementation, there is 

lack of representation in the 

Committee. 

 The Rules propose the Chairman of 

the CPCB as the Chairperson of the 

Committee, which would include 

representatives of the Environment 

Ministry, the Electronics and IT 

Ministry, and the associations of 

producers and recyclers.  

 But it is surprising that 

representation from 

science/academia and civil society 
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organisations is not deemed 

appropriate. 

 The draft e-waste Rules propose a 

few positive changes, including 

expanding the definition of e-waste, 

more clearly specifying the penalties 

for violation of rules, introducing an 

environmental compensation fund 

based on the ‘polluter pays’ 

principle, and recognising the 

informal waste workers. 

THE HINDU 

Single use plastic 
 

The story so far:  

 A ban on the use of single-use 

plastics that was notified by the 

Union Environment Ministry on 

August 2021 came into effect on July 

1 this year. 

 The notification said national and 

State-level control rooms would be 

set up to check illegal manufacture, 

import, stocking, distribution, sale 

and use of banned single use plastic 

items.  

 The Plastic Waste Management 

Amendment Rules, 2021, will also 

prohibit manufacture, import, 

stocking, distribution, sale and use of 

plastic carry bags having thickness 

less than 120 microns with effect 

from December 31, 2022. 

What is single-use plastic?  

 The Centre defines it as an object 

made of plastic that is intended to be 

used “only once” before being 

disposed off or recycled.  

 For the purposes of the ban, there is 

a list of 21 items that come under the 

definition of single-use plastic. 

 According to the Environment 

Protection (EP) Act, violating the ban 

could invite “punitive action”.  

 Manufacturers and distributors of 

single-use plastic goods were 

directed to have zero inventory by 

June 30, according to officials in the 

Union Environment Ministry.  

 The EP Act says that violating the ban 

could invite a five-year 

imprisonment and a fine of upto ₹1 

lakh, or both. If the violations are 

repeated, it could mean additional 

fines up to ₹5000 for each day. 

 There are different penalties for 

companies, organisations, and 

government departments under the 

EP Act. 

 Fast Moving Consumer Goods 

companies (FMCG) would be 

severely affected by the ban due to 

their dependence on plastic straws, 

plates.  

 Their replacements, industry 

representatives say, are available 

but cost much more than their 

plastic alternatives.  
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 There is also limited capacity in India 

to provide biodegradable 

replacements. 

THE HINDU 

Space sustainability 
 

 The story so far:  

 On June 23, the U.K. hosted the 

fourth summit for Space 

Sustainability in London in 

collaboration with the Secure World 

Foundation.  

 In line with the ambitious U.K. 

National Space Strategy, George 

Freeman, the Minister of Science, 

announced a new ‘Plan for Space 

Sustainability.’  

 According to him, this plan aims to 

“set a global commercial framework 

for the insurability, the licensing and 

the regulation of commercial 

satellites.”  

 It also aims to reduce the cost for 

those who comply with the best 

sustainability standards and thus 

encourages a thriving ecosystem for 

the industry. 

What does sustainability in outer 

space mean? 

 The earth’s orbital environment has 

more than tripled in the past decade. 

As the cost of missions reduce and 

the number of players increase, the 

complexity of missions and slot 

allotment issues also increase. 

 With the emergence of large 

constellations and complex 

satellites, there is a risk of collisions 

and interference with radio 

frequencies.  

 As the outer space is considered a 

shared natural resource, the United 

Nations Committee on the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) in 

2019 adopted a set of 21 voluntary, 

non-binding guidelines to ensure the 

long-term sustainability of outer 

space activities. 

 One of the hot issues when it comes 

to space sustainability is orbital 

crowding.  

 It poses a direct threat to the 

operations and safety of a mission 

and is likely to cause legal and 

insurance-related conflicts. 

 Space debris is another prominent 

issue. After the completion of a 

mission, an ‘end-of-life protocol’ 

requires space objects to be moved 

to the graveyard orbit or to a low 

altitude.  

 Neither of the options are 

sustainable in the long run. Other 

causes of concern are solar and 

magnetic storms which potentially 

damage communication systems. 

 Such space weather threats need to 

be addressed along with the efforts 
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to identify the terrestrial carbon 

footprint of outer space missions. 

 Long-term sustainability looks 

toward space research and 

development of technology to 

ensure the reuse and recycling of 

satellites at every stage.  

 The U.K. plan proposes active debris 

removal and in-orbit servicing. 

What does the U.K. plan for space 

sustainability entail? 

 The U.K. calls for an “Astro Carta” for 

space sustainability, based on the 

Artemis Accords model for 

sustainable space exploration.  

 The U.K. Space Sustainability plan 

mentions four primary elements:  

 To review the regulatory framework 

of the U.K.’s orbital activity; to work 

with organizations such as the G-7 

and the UN to emphasize 

international engagement on space 

sustainability;  

 To try and develop safety and 

quality-related metrics that quantify 

the sustainability of activities; and, 

to induce additional funding of $6.1 

million on active debris removal.  

 The U.K. also confirmed investments 

in its National Space Surveillance and 

Tracking Programme, which works 

on collision assessment services for 

U.K.-licenced satellite operator. 

Where does India stand on space 

sustainability?  

 The headquarters of the Indian 

National Space Promotion and 

Authorisation Centre (In-SPACe) was 

formally inaugurated last month.  

 One can expect an increased role of 

the private sector in India’s space 

activities.  

 India hosts promising start-ups like 

Agnikul and Skyroot, which are 

developing launch vehicles for small 

payloads and Dhruva Space, which 

works on high-tech solar panels for 

satellites and satellite deployers. 

 The Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) has initiated 

‘Project NETRA’ to monitor space 

debris.  

 The domestic surveillance system 

would provide first-hand 

information on the status of debris, 

which would aid further planning on 

protecting space assets. 

 In April 2022, India and the U.S. 

signed a new pact for monitoring 

space objects at the 2+2 dialogue.  

 The controlled anti-satellite 

weapons (ASAT) tests and the risk of 

collisions must be collectively 

addressed.  

 To provide in-orbit servicing, ISRO is 

developing a docking experiment 

called ‘SPADEX’. 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 5th July by Saurabh Pandey 

 June by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

 It looks at docking a satellite on an 

existing satellite, offering support in 

re-fuelling and other in-orbit 

services while enhancing the 

capability of a satellite. 

 Today, any entity (government or 

private) with the necessary access to 

resources and technology can invest 

in outer space. 

 Sustainable practices in outer space 

would directly help reduce orbital 

crowding and collision risk while 

nurturing future technologies.  

 As the natural course of evolution, 

the Plan for Space Sustainability, 

which includes private industries, is a 

timely move. 

 While most National Space Programs 

set sustainability standards, a 

collective effort by all space players, 

with the active role of the UN 

COPUOS or the United Nations 

Office for Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA), is needed to set 

equitable standards for the ease of 

activities. Many of the measures for 

sustainability are resource-

consuming and expensive for 

medium-and-small space programs. 

 The UK’s Astro Carta idea throws 

light on the need for addressing the 

principles and rules that guide the 

activities of entities in outer space. 

THE HINDU 
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