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Que-1  With reference to Purchasing 

Managers’ Index (PMI), consider the 

following statements 

1- It is an indicator of business activity -- 

both in the manufacturing and agriculture 

sectors. 

2- It is a survey-based measures that asks 

the respondents about changes in their 

perception of some key business variables 

from the month before. 

3- It is calculated separately for the 

manufacturing and services sectors and then 

a composite index is constructed. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-2  Consider the following 

statements about International Day of 

Cooperatives 

1- This will be observed around the 

world on July 2. 

2- This year will mark the 100th 

International Day of Cooperatives, also 

known as Coops Day. 

3- This year’s theme for International 

Day of Cooperatives is - “Cooperatives : 

Bringing people closer”.  

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 only 

Que-3  With reference to Alpha 

Centauri, consider the following statements 

1-  It is mostly only visible from the 

Northern Hemisphere. 

2- The nearest star systems to the Earth. 

3- The star system is constituted of three 

stars, which include Alpha Centauri A, Alpha 

Centauri B, and Alpha Centauri C, which is 

often referred to as Proxima Centauri. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-4  Which country had recently 

submitted an application to become a 

member in the group of emerging 

economies known as the BRICS 

a) Iraq 

b) Iran 

c) Saudi Arabia 

d) Israel 
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Que-5  Consider the following statements 

about United Nations Ocean Conference 

1- This year the five-day UN Ocean 

Conference was held in Lisbon, Portugal. 

2- The Governments of Kenya and 

Portugal will co-host the Ocean Conference. 

3- It aims to support the implementation 

of Sustainable Development Goal 14 

(SDG14) and reverse the decline of ocean 

health for the benefit of humanity by 

identifying solutions and engaging all 

stakeholders: Governments, Research 

institutes, civil society, industry and ordinary 

citizens. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

Que-6  With reference to Oceans and 

why they are critical, consider the following 

statements 

1- Oceans cover 90 per cent of the 

planet, the oceans form the largest 

biosphere, and is home to up to 50 percent 

of all life in the world. 

2- Oceans generate 50 percent of the 

oxygen we need, absorb 25 percent of all 

carbon dioxide emissions and capture 90 

percent of the additional heat generated 

from those emissions.  

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 only  b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Que-7  With reference to Earthquake, 

consider the following statements 

1- According to the theory of plate 

tectonics, the Earth’s crust and upper mantle 

are made of large rigid plates that can move 

relative to one another and slip on faults 

near the plate boundaries can result in 

earthquakes. 

2- The point inside the Earth where the 

earthquake rupture starts is called the 

epicentre. 

3- The point directly above it on the 

surface of the Earth is the focus or 

hypocentre. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 d) 2 and 3 only 
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Que-8 What is the Richter magnitude scale? 

1- This is a measure of the magnitude of 

an earthquake and was first defined by 

Charles F. Richter of the California Institute 

of Technology, U.S., in 1935.  

2- Richter scale magnitudes are 

expressed as a whole number and a decimal 

part, for example 6.3 or 5.2.  

3- Since it is a logarithmic scale, an 

increase of the whole number by one unit 

signifies a tenfold increase in the amplitude 

of the wave and a 31-times increase of the 

energy released. 

Which of the following given above is/are 

correct 

a) 1 and 2 only  b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3  d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER 

1- (d) 

 It is an indicator of business activity -- 

both in the manufacturing and service 

sectors. 

 A figure above 50 denotes expansion 

in business activity. Anything below 50 

denotes contraction. Higher the 

difference from this mid-point greater 

the expansion or contraction. The rate 

of expansion can also be judged by 

comparing the PMI with that of the 

previous month data. If the figure is 

higher than the previous month’s then 

the econ-omy is expanding at a faster 

rate. If it is lower than the previous 

month then it is growing at a lower 

rate. 

 The PMI is usually released at the start 

of the month, much before most of 

the official data on industrial output, 

manufacturing and GDP growth 

becomes available. It is, therefore, 

considered a good leading indicator of 

economic activity. 

2- (a) 

 This year’s theme for International 

Day of Cooperatives is - “Cooperatives 

Build a Better World.”  

 Cooperatives can be defined as 

people-led enterprises owned, 

controlled and run by and for their 
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members to achieve a common 

economic, social, and cultural goal. 

 Co-operatives are significant as it 

gives citizens a chance to come 

together and effectively improve their 

lives while contributing to the 

economic, social, cultural and political 

advancement of their community and 

nation. Since they are community-

based, cooperatives are committed to 

the sustainable development of their 

respective communities, 

environmentally, socially and 

economically. 

 Scotland is known to be the place 

where the earliest recorded co-

operative was formed. 

3- (d) 

 It is mostly only visible from the 

Southern Hemisphere. 

 NASA has successfully launched a 

rocket from Australia's remote 

Northern Territory, making history as 

the agency's first commercial 

spaceport launch outside the United 

States. 

 The rocket is expected to travel more 

than 300 kilometers (186 miles) into 

space on its mission to observe the 

Alpha Centauri A and B constellations 

-- the nearest star systems to the 

Earth. 

 The first reference to this star system 

can be traced to the year 1592, when 

an explorer, Robert Hues, drew 

attention to the same through his 

study. It was only in 1689 that the 

binary nature of the system was 

recognized. 

4- (b) 

5- (c) 

 Oceans cover some 70% of the earth’s 

surface and provide food and 

livelihoods for billions of people. 

Some activists refer to them as the 

largest unregulated area on the 

planet. The conference is set to adopt 

a declaration that, though not binding 

on its signatories, could help 

implement and facilitate the 

protection and conservation of oceans 

and their resource. 

 That treaty is being negotiated within 

the framework of the United 

Convention on the Law of the Sea, 

which is the main international 

agreement governing human 

maritime activities. After 10 years of 

talks, however, including a fourth 

round of negotiations three months 

ago, a deal is still not within sight. A 

fifth round is scheduled for August in 

New York. 
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6- (b) 

 Oceans cover 70 per cent of the 

planet, the oceans form the largest 

biosphere, and is home to up to 80 

percent of all life in the world. 

7- (a) 

 According to the theory of plate 

tectonics, the Earth’s crust and upper 

mantle are made of large rigid plates 

that can move relative to one another.  

 Slip on faults near the plate 

boundaries can result in earthquakes.  

 The point inside the Earth where the 

earthquake rupture starts is called the 

focus or hypocentre.  

 The point directly above it on the 

surface of the Earth is the epicentre. 

8- (c) 

 The magnitude of an earthquake is the 

logarithm of the amplitude of the 

waves measured by the 

seismographs. 

 Richter scale magnitudes are 

expressed as a whole number and a 

decimal part, for example 6.3 or 5.2. 
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