CURRENT AFFAIRS JUN 27" by SAURABH PANDEY SIR

Que-1 With reference to a country gains
European Union’s, EU membership,

consider the following statements

1- It is covered under an EU treaty clause
that says if a member falls victim to armed
aggression, the other EU countries are
obligated to assist it by all the means in their
power.

2- The main benefits of EU membership,
though, are economic, since it gives access
to a market of 450 million consumers with
free movement of labor, goods, services and
capital.

Which of the following given above is/are
correct

a) 1 only b) 2 only

c) Both1and2d) Neither 1 nor 2

2- The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) is
a central law enforcement and intelligence
agency that has been tasked with combating
drug trafficking and the use of illegal
substances under the provisions of the NDPS
Act.

3- The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985, commonly referred to
as the NDPS Act, prohibits a person from the
production/manufacturing/cultivation,

possession, sale, purchase transport,
storage, and/or consumption of any narcotic

drug or psychotropic substance.

Which of the following given above is/are

correct
a) 1 and 2 only b) 3 only
c) 1,2and 3 d) 2 and 3 only

Que-2 With reference to Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 and
Prevention of lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1988,
consider the following statements

1- Currently, while the home ministry
governs the Narcotics Control Bureau, the
Department of Revenue (DoR) in the
Defence ministry administers the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substance (NDPS)
Act of 1985 and the Prevention of lllicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act of 1988.

Que-3 With reference to UN Public Service
Award, consider the following statements

1- It is intended to reward the creative
achievements and contributions of public
service institutions that lead to a more
effective and responsive public

administration in countries worldwide.

2- The first Awards ceremony was held
in 2020.

3- The UN describes its Public Service
Awards as the “most  prestigious
international recognition of excellence in

public service”.
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Which of the following given above is/are

correct

a) 1 and 2 only b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1,2and 3 d) 3only
Que-4 What are Eco-Sensitive Zones?

1- Land within 10 km of the boundaries
of national parks and wildlife sanctuaries is
to be notified as eco-fragile zones or Eco-
Sensitive Zones (ESZ).

2- Areas beyond 10-km can also be
notified by the Union government as ESZs, if
they hold larger ecologically important
“sensitive corridors.”

3- ESZs are created as “shock absorbers”
for the protected areas, to minimize the
negative impact on the “fragile ecosystems”
by certain human activities taking place
nearby.

Which of the following given above is/are
correct

a) 1 and 2 only b) 1 and 3 only

c) 1,2and 3 d) 2 and 3 only

symptoms grow severe, patients lose the
ability to perform even simple tasks.

3- Pathology of the disease is deposition
of bacteria in the brain.

Which of the following given above is/are

correct
a) 1 and 2 only b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1,2and 3 d) 3only

Que-5 What is Alzheimer’s disease?

1- Alzheimer’s is a degenerative brain
disorder that slowly robs people of their
memory and thinking abilities.

2- Progressive and irreversible, it usually
begins with mild memory loss, and as

Que-6 The apex body for child rights, the
National Commission for Protection of Child
Rights, has issued draft guidelines for the
employment of children in the
entertainment industry. Key features are

1- Producers to obtain permission from
the Judicial Magistrate.

2- Ensure a safe environment as well as
provide private tutors for child artistes
required to skip school for shoots.

3- Producers will also have to ensure that
children are not cast in a role where they are
exposed to ridicule, insults or harsh
comments that could affect their emotional
health, and neither should they be shown to
consume alcohol, smoke or display nudity.

Which of the following given above is/are

correct
a) 2 only b) 1 and 3 only
c) 1,2and3 d) 2 and 3 only
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Que-7 Minister of Road Transport &
Highways had recently announced the
introduction of safety ratings via crash tests
for passenger vehicles in India under Bharat
NCAP (New Car Assessment Program).

About this consider the following
statement
1- It aims to enable consumers to make

more informed choices while purchasing
vehicles based on the level of occupant
protection offered.

2- These safety ratings will apply to all
vehicle category in country.

3- As part of Bharat NCAP crash testing,
vehicles will be evaluated on three main
parameters.

Which of the following given above is/are

correct
a) 1 only b) 1 and 3 only

c) 1,2and3 d) 3 only

can voluntarily choose to adopt and be a part
of the ONDC network.

3-  The ONDC aims to enable buying of
products from all participating e-commerce
platforms by consumers through a single
platform.

Which of the following given above is/are

Que-8 Consider the following statements
about Open network for digital commerce
(ONDC)

1- It is a not-for-profit organisation that
will offer a network to enable local digital
commerce stores across industries to be
discovered and engaged by any network-
enabled applications.

2- It is a hosting platform, and all existing
digital commerce applications and platforms

correct

a) 1 and 2 only b) 1 and 3 only

c) 1,2 and 3 d) 2 only
ANSWER

1- (c)

e The membership process can be long
and tortuous.

e Turkey, for example, applied for
membership in 1987, received
candidate status in 1999, and had to
wait until 2005 to start talks for actual
entry. Only one of more than 30
negotiating “chapters” has been
completed in the years since, and the
whole process is at a standstill as a
result of various disputes between the
EU and Turkey.

e Similarly, several Balkan countries
have been seeking without success for
many years to join the EU.
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(d)

Currently, while the home ministry
governs the Narcotics Control Bureau,
the Department of Revenue (DoR) in
the finance ministry administers the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substance (NDPS) Act of 1985 and the
Prevention of lllicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Act of 1988.

The government is considering
transferring the administration of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985 and Prevention
of lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act, 1988
from the finance ministry to Ministry
of Home Affairs to bring all issues
under one

related to narcotics

department.

Prevention of lllicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(PITNDPS) Act, 1988 provides for
detention in certain cases for the
purpose of preventing illicit traffic in
narcotic

drugs and psychotropic

substances.
(b)

The first Awards ceremony was held in
2003.

Mo Bus, the bus service of Odisha’s

Capital Region Urban Transport

(CRUT) authority, has been recognised
by the United Nations as one of 10
global recipients of its annual Public
Service Awards for 2022.

In 2020, the MoHUA conferred the
13th Urban Mobility India Award on
CRUT for “Innovations undertaken in
Urban Transport during Covid-19”,
and in 2021, the 14th Urban Mobility
India Award on Odisha as the “State
which had Implemented the Best
Urban Transport Projects during the
previous year”.

(c)

These areas are meant to act as a
transition zone from areas requiring
higher protection to those requiring
lesser protection.

The guidelines also state that the ESZs
are not meant to hamper the daily
activities of people living in the
vicinity, but are meant to guard the
protected areas and “refine the

environment around them”.

To do so, the guidelines list the
activities prohibited in an ESZ, such as
commercial mining, saw mills,
commercial use of wood, etc., apart
from regulated activities like felling of
trees. Lastly, there are permitted
activities like ongoing agricultural or
rainwater

horticultural  practices,
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harvesting, organic farming, among
others.

(a)

Pathology of the disease is deposition
of an abnormal protein called beta-
amyloid in the brain.

Worldwide, it is the most common
form of dementia or loss of cognitive
functioning — thinking, remembering,
and reasoning — contributing 60%-
70% cases, according to the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

The disease was discovered after Dr
Alios Alzheimer examined a memory-
loss patient’s brain after her death in
1906 and found abnormal clumps
(beta-amyloid plaque) and bundles of
fibres (neurofibrillary tangles). The
plague and tangles, along with loss of
connections between the neurons to
transmit messages inside the brain,
are key markers of the disease.

(d)

Producers to obtain permission from
the District Magistrate.

The latest draft regulatory guidelines
replace the earlier ones of 2011 to
include provisions of new laws and
amendments such as the Juvenile
Justice Act, 2015; Child Labour
Amendment Act, 2016; Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences Act,

2012; and the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. These
guidelines also apply to over-the-top
platforms.

Production units will also have to be
safe for children and must have staff
protocols on how they should engage
with children. The producer will have
to provide adequate and nutritious
food as well recreational material and
rest facilities.

No child should be made to work for
more than six hours, during which
they should be provided a break every
three hours. Neither can they be
made to work between 7 p.m. to 8
a.m., the draft guidelines said.

(b)

These safety ratings will apply to the
M1 vehicle category which is defined
as "motor vehicles used for the
carriage of passengers, comprising not
more than eight seats, in addition to
the driver's seat, with gross vehicle
weight less than 3.5 tonnes
manufactured or imported in the

country”.

Until now, Indian consumers have had
to rely on crash safety testing and
ratings awarded by Global NCAP,
which

passenger vehicles sold in India.

aren't available for all
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As part of Bharat NCAP crash testing,
vehicles will be evaluated on three main

parameters -

Adult Occupant Protection (AOP)
Child Occupant Protection (COP)
Safety Assist Technologies (SAT)

(b)

It is neither an aggregator application
nor a hosting platform, and all existing
digital commerce applications and
platforms can voluntarily choose to
adopt and be a part of the ONDC
network.

The ONDC model is trying to replicate
the success of the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) in the field of digital
payments. UPI allows people to send
or receive money irrespective of the
payment  platforms they are
registered on. The open network
concept also extends beyond the
retail sector, to any digital commerce
domains including wholesale,
mobility, food delivery, logistics,
travel, urban services, etc.

Presently, ONDC is in its pilot stage in
five cities — Delhi NCR, Bengaluru,
Bhopal, Shillong and Coimbatore —
with a target of onboarding around
150 retailers.
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