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Deglobalisation 

 It started with a backlash against 

globalisation that took two forms: 

economic and cultural.  

 The economic backlash was 

straightforward. The poor and the 

unemployed in the developed world 

began to feel that they had no stake 

in the globalised system, and 

demanded to know why their 

governments’ policies benefited 

people in faraway lands such as 

China and India with what used to be 

their jobs.  

 They wanted to reduce the growing 

inequality in every “developed” 

economy and go back to the security 

of older, more familiar economic 

ways, in which each generation 

assumed they would earn more and 

live better than their parents did. 

 The cultural backlash derived from 

the same resentment but expressed 

itself in a different arena: the 

political denunciation of global trade 

led to hostility towards foreigners, as 

more and more people sought the 

comforts of traditional identity and 

ways of life.  

 Animated often by bitter working 

class and lower-middle class 

resentment of global elites, the 

“masses” rejected the entire brew of 

liberal politics, cosmopolitans and 

technocrats, trade agreements, 

immigration, multiculturalism and 

secularism in the name of cultural 

rootedness, religious or ethnic 

identity and nationalist authenticity. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic confirmed, 

for many, that in times of crisis, 

people rely on their governments to 

shield them; that global supply 

chains are vulnerable to disruption; 

and that dependence on foreign 

countries for essential goods (such 

as pharmaceuticals, or even the 

ingredients that go into making 

them) could be fatal. 

 Nations tried aggressively to acquire 

medicines, supplies and vaccines for 

their own people at the expense of 

each other.  

 There was a rush to reset global 

supply chains and raise trade 

barriers: the demand arose for more 

protectionism and “self-reliance” 

 The Russian invasion of Ukraine 

forced all of our countries to grapple 

with the limitations on state 

sovereignty, the credibility of the UN 

Charter, new disruptions of supply 

chains and trade, energy inter-

dependence and the future of 

warfare. 

 The world economy had thrived 

since globalisation began in 1980 on 

an open system of free trade. 
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 That had already been shaken by the 

financial crash of 2008-09 and the 

American trade war with China.  

 The novel coronavirus pandemic has 

exacerbated these challenges, with 

estimates suggesting that nearly a 

third of global trade fell in 2020, 

though a gradual recovery trajectory 

is now starting to emerge. 

 Now, the sanctions on Russia have 

severely restricted trade, investment 

and financial flows into and out of 

that country. 

 There is no doubt that the COVID-19 

pandemic was a “mega shock” to the 

global system. 

 As sovereignties are reasserted 

across the world, and treaties and 

trade agreements increasingly 

questioned, multilateralism, the 

once taken-for-granted mantra of 

international co-operation, could be 

the next casualty 

 WHO’s response to the outbreak, 

with its indulgence of the official 

Chinese line, points to the waning 

legitimacy of international 

institutions. 

 Many of our global institutions and 

their agencies suffer from 

politicisation, manipulation and a 

lack of representation, and 

independent leadership. 

 Regional implications  

 The phenomenon of 

“Deglobalisation” has its regional 

implications too. Europe, once seen 

as a “poster child” for the virtues of 

regional integration, became the 

epitome of its limitations, since the 

“idea of Europe” crumbled quickly 

under the onslaught of the 

pandemic. 

 The famous Schengen visa and the 

notion of border-free movement 

was the first casualty of COVID-19.  

 The EU countries threw up the 

barriers at the first sign of the virus: 

it did not take them long to 

rediscover the disadvantages and 

limits of the very free movement of 

goods, services, capital and people 

that they had sworn by for five 

decades. 

THE HINDU 

PM visit to Lumbini 
 

 Lumbini is the birthplace of Gautama 

Buddha and Mr. Modi along with his 

Nepali counterpart laid the 

foundation stone for the India 

International Centre for Buddhist 

Culture and Heritage in the Lumbini 

Monastic Zone.  

 The Centre will play a role in 

challenging the preponderance of 

the Chinese sponsorship and 

http://www.gesreporter.com/


 

 

Current Affairs 18TH May by Saurabh Pandey 

 Oct by Saurabh Pandey  

http://www.gesreporter.com/ © GES Reporter 
 

patronage of the Buddhist festivals 

and institutions in the area. 

 It could also be a harbinger of a 

focused development of the area 

into a tourist and cultural hub for 

pilgrims and other visitor. 

 With the PM also unequivocally 

asserting that Lumbini was the 

birthplace of Gautama Buddha, who 

was born as Siddhartha, this should 

put to rest a needless irritant in the 

India-Nepal relations, with some 

hyper-nationalist Nepalis claiming 

that the Indian government had a 

different belief on the Buddha’s 

origins. 

 The visit also coincided with the 

signing of a few MoUs, the most 

prominent being the development 

and implementation of the Arun-4 

hydropower project.  

 The PM’s visit followed his 

counterpart Sher Bahadur Deuba’s 

trip to India in April, which thawed 

relations after a series of 

controversial steps (during the 

tenure of Mr. Deuba’s predecessor, 

K.P. Oli) on the Kalapani dispute. 

 Mr. Modi’s speech in Lumbini sought 

to highlight the strong cultural ties 

between the two countries, which 

already share a special relationship, 

cemented by the Treaty of Peace and 

Friendship signed in 1950.  

 There are several irritants that have 

developed, straining this 

relationship, and for now there 

seems to be a concerted attempt by 

both regimes to return to bonhomie, 

with the Indian government seeking 

to utilise “religious diplomacy” as a 

means to emphasise the special 

relationship. 

 But there have been significant 

changes in Nepal’s political-

economy, in particular a substantial 

reduction in the Nepali youths’ 

dependence on the Indian economy 

as compared to the past. 

 Beyond a soft power emphasis on 

cultural ties, India-Nepal relations 

need to graduate to a more 

meaningful partnership on economic 

and geopolitical issues, with the 

Indian government continuing to 

retain a substantial role in partnering 

the Nepali regime in development 

projects.  

 The challenge is to utilise the return 

of bonhomie in ties to refocus on 

work related to infrastructure 

development in Nepal, which 

includes hydropower projects, 

transportation and connectivity, and 

which could benefit the citizens of 

the adjoining States in India as well. 

THE HINDU 
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Cold system and vaccination 

 India’s Universal Immunisation 

Programme (UIP), launched in 1985 

to deliver routine immunisation, 

showcased its strengths in managing 

large-scale vaccine delivery.  

 This programme targets close to 2.67 

crore newborns and 2.9 crore 

pregnant women annually.  

 To strengthen the programme’s 

outcomes, in 2014, Mission 

Indradhanush was introduced to 

achieve full immunisation coverage 

of all children and pregnant women 

at a rapid pace a commendable 

initiative. 

 But the pandemic reminded us that 

vaccines alone do not save lives, 

vaccination does.  

 While we have, over the years, set up 

a strong service delivery network, 

the pandemic showed us that there 

were weak links in the chain, 

especially in the cold chain, which 

needs to be robust and seamless. 

 Cold chain management: The 

success of any sustainable 

vaccination programme relies on 

many factors.  

 A key factor is cold chain 

management because when this 

fails, the potency or effectiveness of 

the vaccine is wasted. 

 Nearly half the vaccines distributed 

around the world go to waste, in 

large part due to a failure to properly 

control storage temperatures. 

 In India, close to 20% of 

temperature-sensitive healthcare 

products arrive damaged or 

degraded because of broken or 

insufficient cold chains, including a 

quarter of vaccines. 

 Cold chain management: The 

success of any sustainable 

vaccination programme relies on 

many factors.  

 A key factor is cold chain 

management because when this 

fails, the potency or effectiveness of 

the vaccine is wasted. 

 Nearly half the vaccines distributed 

around the world go to waste, in 

large part due to a failure to properly 

control storage temperatures. 

 In India, close to 20% of 

temperature-sensitive healthcare 

products arrive damaged or 

degraded because of broken or 

insufficient cold chains, including a 

quarter of vaccines. 

 The role played by supportive 

infrastructure for cold chain such as 

a regular supply of electricity cannot 

be underplayed.  

 In this regard, there is a need to 

improve electrification, especially in 

the last mile, for which the potential 
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of solar-driven technology must be 

explored to integrate sustainable 

development 

 Robust cold chain systems are an 

investment in India’s future 

pandemic preparedness; by taking 

steps towards actionable policies 

that improve the cold chain, we have 

an opportunity to lead the way in 

building back better and stronger. 

THE HINDU 

Places of worship act 
 

What does the Places of Worship 

Act say?  

 In March 2021, the Supreme Court 

asked the Centre to respond to a 

petition that challenges the Places of 

Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 

1991. 

 The law was enacted to freeze the 

status of all places of worship in the 

country as on August 15, 1947.  

 An exception was made to keep the 

Babri Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi 

dispute out of its ambit as the 

structure was then the subject of 

litigation.  

 The dispute ended after the court 

ruled that the land on which the 

Masjid stood should be handed over 

to the Hindu community for the 

construction of a Ram temple. 

 The challenge to the Act questions 

the legality of the prohibition it 

imposes on any community laying 

claim to the places of worship of 

another.  

 The Act says that no person shall 

convert any place of worship of any 

religious denomination into one of a 

different denomination or section. It 

contains a declaration that a place of 

worship shall continue to be as it was 

on August 15, 1947.  

 Significantly, it prohibits any legal 

proceedings from being instituted 

regarding the character of a place of 

worship, and declares that all suits 

and appeals pending before any 

court or authority on the cut-off date 

regarding the conversion of the 

character of a place of worship shall 

abate. 

 In other words, all pending cases will 

come to an end, and no further 

proceedings can be filed.  

 However, any suit or proceedings 

relating to any conversion of status 

that happened after the cut-off date 

can continue. 

In which cases will the law not 

apply? 

 The 1991 Act will not apply in some 

cases. It will not apply to ancient and 

historical monuments and 

archaeological sites and remains 
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that are covered by the Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological 

Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

 It will also not apply to any suit that 

has been finally settled or disposed 

of, any dispute that has been settled 

by the parties before the 1991 Act 

came into force, or to the conversion 

of any place that took place by 

acquiescence. 

 The Act specifically exempted from 

its purview the place of worship 

commonly referred to at the time as 

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid in 

Ayodhya. 

 It was done to allow the pending 

litigation to continue as well as to 

preserve the scope for a negotiated 

settlement. 

 Anyone contravening the prohibition 

on converting the status of a place of 

worship is liable to be imprisoned for 

up to three years, and a fine.  

 Those abetting or participating in a 

criminal conspiracy to commit this 

offence will also get the same 

punishment. 

Why ban of wheat export? 

 As Russia and Ukraine, the largest 

exporters of wheat were at war, 

India has been looking forward to fill 

this gap by boosting its own exports.  

 However, food security campaigners 

insisted on a cautious approach.  

 They argued that ensuring the 

stability of prices and the availability 

of grain for internal consumption 

should be the top two priorities than 

increasing exports. 

 Their reasons were two-fold.  

 They argued that ensuring the 

stability of prices in India and the 

availability of grain for internal 

consumption should be the top two 

priorities for the Indian government 

than increasing exports.  

 The increase in exports should not 

be done at the cost of domestic 

consumption, especially with the 

recent expansion of the Pradhan 

Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

(PMGKAY) program, they cautioned. 

 The decrease in production 

estimates and a considerable fall in 

wheat procurement raised concerns 

that domestic consumption may get 

impacted. Moreover, the local prices 

started to rise. 

 The extreme temperatures recorded 

in March and April, across north 

India, were the reason behind the 

sudden turnaround of the 

government.  

 For instance, across Punjab, 

between April 8 and 14, the 

maximum temperature was over 6°C 

higher than the usual, compared to 

the long period average.  
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 The actual maximum temperatures 

have been consistently hovering 

over the 40°C mark across the State 

in April. 

 The extreme heat led to a marked 

decrease in wheat yields across 

north India.  

 For instance, in Punjab, crop cutting 

experiments showed that the wheat 

productivity was below 18 quintals 

per acre this year, down from the 

average yield of 19.7 quintals per 

acre last year. 

THE HINDU 

Lancet report 
 

 Pollution caused nearly nine million 

deaths in 2019, or about one in six 

deaths worldwide.  

 This number has remained 

effectively unchanged since the 

previous such analysis in 2015 by the 

Lancet Commission on Pollution and 

Health, says a report published in 

The Lancet Planetary Health on 

Wednesday.  

 Though the number of deaths from 

pollution sources associated with 

extreme poverty (such as indoor air 

pollution and water pollution) fell, 

these reductions are offset by 

increased deaths attributable to 

industrial pollution (such as ambient 

air pollution and chemical pollution).  

 A report by The Lancet in 2019 said 

that noxious air killed 1.67 million 

Indians in 2019, or 18% of all 

fatalities. 

 The authors of the study conclude 

with eight recommendations that 

build on those given in the Lancet 

Commission on Pollution and Health.  

 These include call for an 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC)-style science/policy 

panel on pollution, alongside 

increased funding for pollution 

control from governments and 

donors, and improved pollution 

monitoring and data collection. 
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